STUDENT-ATHLETE CODE OF CONDUCT

As a Bloomsburg University student-athlete you have the privilege and the responsibility of representing Bloomsburg University.  As an official representative of Bloomsburg University Athletics, student-athletes must conduct themselves in a manner that reflects positively upon the athletics department and the university as a whole.
Student-athletes are highly visible in and outside their athletic venues.  Therefore, each student-athlete is held accountable for his or her conduct, at all times, on- and off-campus.

As members of the Bloomsburg University student body, student-athletes are subject to the regulations found in the Bloomsburg University student handbook (The Pilot), in the Code of Conduct and Judicial System sections.  Additionally, as student-athletes, they are subject to any team rules and sanctions created by their own team’s head coach.  Additional sanctions imposed by head coaches, for violations of university regulations, are subject to university administration review.
The following actions will constitute a violation of the Bloomsburg University Athletics Student-Athlete Code of Conduct:
1. illegal use, possession, or sale of drugs as prohibited under the Controlled Substances, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act of Pennsylvania;
1. any drug and alcohol cited infractions, occurring on-or off-campus that are brought before the Bloomsburg University Judicial Board, the Athletics Administration, or the University Police (for more details, see the student standards website: www.bloomu.edu/departments/studstand/pages/code.html)
1. the use of tobacco-related products, while participating in any function of Athletics, including travel and while in the training room;
1. any other type of behavior labeled as “misconduct” including, but not limited to: assault, sexual abuse, hazing, and vandalism.

Minimum sanctions for violations of the Bloomsburg University Athletics Student-Athlete Code of Conduct are as follows:
First Violation:  A first violation of the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct will be reported to the Head Coach and the Director of Athletics.  The minimum sanction for this violation will result in the AUTOMATIC SUSPENSION of the student-athlete from the next contest in his/her sport’s championship season.  The student-athlete will not be permitted to sit with the team or to be on the field of play with their team during this suspension.
In addition, for violations occurring in a sport’s non-traditional season, the athletics administration reserves the right to take immediate and punitive action such as suspension from practice, imposition of community service hours, or other appropriate sanction.

Second Violation:  The Director of Athletics will notify all relevant athletics staff.  Additionally, the student-athlete will be urged and advised to initiate immediate contact with his or her parents or legal guardian(s) to inform them of a second violation of the Code of Conduct.  The student-athlete will be suspended from all practice, competition and travel during their championship season for a minimum of one week and up to a maximum of 20% of the student-athlete’s season, as determined by the Director of Athletics, and upon notification to the student-athlete.  During this time of suspension, the student-athlete may continue weight-training and conditioning activities with the team, and attend team meetings and team study halls.

Third Violation:  If a student-athlete incurs a third violation of the Code of Conduct, it will be presumed that he/she has a serious problem with substance abuse and/or lacks the critical judgment to be a representative of Bloomsburg University Athletics.  The Director of Athletics will share this information with all relevant personnel, and again the athlete will be urged to advise his or her parents or legal guardian(s) of a third violation of the Code of Conduct.  The third violation will dictate an indefinite suspension of the student-athlete from practice and athletic competition and the individual will be advised to seek professional help.

Student-Athletes are EXPECTED to communicate to their coach AND the Athletics Director (or designee) of any incident in which they have been cited by Bloomsburg Town Police, Bloomsburg University Police, Bloomsburg University Residence Life Staff, and/or another police department (in cases where violations of the BU Student Code of Conduct occur outside of Bloomsburg).  Student-athletes MUST report these citations to their coach and the Athletics Director (or designee) within 24 hours of the incident, or prior to their next competition, whichever occurs first.  Failure to adhere to this reporting requirement may result in an increased sanction.  Student-athletes are encouraged to speak to their coach and the Athletics Director (or designee) in person, but notification can be done via email or phone call as well.

