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From the President
MY BU FAMILY. As I near the end of my first year serving as
the 19th president of this wonderful institution, I am reminded
daily what makes Bloomsburg University such a special place.
It’s the people.
Each day I see how the hard work of our faculty and staff
helps transform the lives of our students. More than a third of
our incoming freshmen are first-generation college students.
And we’re honored that such a large percentage of students
from families without experience at universities have chosen
BU to help them achieve more in their lives through education.
Our alumni are active partners in that mission as they engage
with the campus and share their time and expertise with
current students. Like a pack of Huskies, we’re unified in a
common mission and purpose. As a leader, that’s inspiring.
In this issue of Bloomsburg: The University Magazine, we
share the many accomplishments of the BU family. You’ll read
President Bashar Hanna
about our student-athletes, working through the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, to grant a wish to a little girl who has brain cancer
and the inspirational story of how a simple hello from baseball player Austin Edgette to a
boy who has autism led to a lasting friendship. You’ll read how Juli Miller credits BU as her
pathway to an avenue of opportunity and how she, in turn, gives back to the less fortunate
through Operation Smile.
This issue also features mystery novelist Lisa Regan, who recently signed a three-book
deal for a detective series, and former BU Council of Trustees and Foundation board member
John Dorin, former long-time mayor Montoursville, who was honored by the city. Also read
about Ronn Cort, the COO of Sekisui SPI. Though not a graduate of BU, Cort is a frequent
visitor to campus, where he has shared his business insights with students and has hired
many BU graduates. We close the issue with a retrospective about the various homes of BU’s
library and how Andruss Library has adapted to new technology to become a place where
students learn, collaborate and relax as well as find knowledge.
The next year and a half will be a busy time in the life of this university. We will embark
on a comprehensive branding campaign that will lead to a new a strategic plan as well as
conduct searches for several key leadership positions on campus. Together we will continue
to grow this university and impact the world in ways we may not have ever imagined!
GO HUSKIES!
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p. 10
BU ROTC students prepare to carry the flags into the inauguration ceremony for Dr. Bashar Hanna.

celebrated family, both personal and university,
and what can be accomplished by working together.

Juli Miller ’92 enjoys giving back and connecting to
students. The Johnson & Johnson VP credits her
BU experience for developing her skills in leadership
and caring.
Alumna Lisa Regan ’02/M’05 has turned her love
of reading and hobby of writing into a career as an
author. Regan takes every advantage of spare minutes
in her day to put words on paper.

Learning Locally, Working Globally
When Sekisui president and COO Ronn Cort
connected with BU several years ago, he found
graduates who came ready to work at his growing
global enterprise.

Husky at Heart

Husky dad John Dorin found an affinity to the
university his three children attended. Seeing what
BU could be inspired Dorin to help resurrect the
foundation and serve on its board and the Council of
Trustees for many years.
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unleash your inner husky
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Six-year old Rose Adams
takes a raft ride across
the Nelson Field House
pool with Shikellamy High
School student Rubie Natal,
dressed as Ariel, the “Little
Mermaid.” Below, Rose’s
father Brandon Adams
carries her into Nelson Field
House, where she was guided
by BU student Siena Cerra
to the pool for her raft ride.
Opposite page, Rose was
greeted by a court of Disney
princesses and princes,
including Shikellamy High
School student Destiny
Lopez as Moana, who sang
the song “How Far Will
I Go” from the film.
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A Wish Made True
WHAT DO YOU GET when you combine the
dreams of a little girl with the determination,
hard work and imagination of student-athletes?
You get a Make-A-Wish reveal like no other.
Life hasn’t been fair to 6-year-old Rose Adams of
Bloomsburg. Diagnosed with brain cancer a year ago,
Rose survived surgery to remove the tumor as well as
chemotherapy. A big fan of the Disney movie Moana, her
dream has been to meet the princess. That’s when the
Bloomsburg University Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee (SAAC) and adviser Courtney Noll got to
work to make Rose’s dream come true. BU studentathletes raised more than $5,000 (the amount required
to grant a wish) and, working with the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, brought Rose’s wish to life.

In one of the most elaborate reveals Make-A-Wish has
ever seen, one that took months of planning, the Huskies
took Rose on a guided tour of the upper campus athletic
facilities meeting various Disney princesses along the
way. A stop at the Nelson Pool included a boat ride, followed by a walk through the field house decorated in a
Hawaiian theme. When Rose reached the field house gym
floor, she was met by members of SAAC, hundreds of BU
student-athletes and her classmates from school and
learned she and her family would be going to Hawaii to
meet her favorite princess in person.
The wish reveal was extra special for the Huskies
student-athletes since Make-A-Wish president and CEO
David Williams ’81 is a BU graduate and former member of
the men’s tennis team. Williams was impressed by the video
he saw of the event. “This is an awesome story,” Williams
wrote in an email. “It makes me proud to be a Husky.”
SPRING 2018
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around THE quad

STUDENTS came together to raise nearly $25,000 for this year’s Wish
Upon a Cure Relay for Life event. Students from fraternities, sororities,
clubs and organizations raised money by charging fees to participate in
activities or buy food. The walk also featured the Survivors Lap with
members of the community participating.

State System Unveils New Suite at Center City Site
BU HAS A NEW PRESENCE in
Philadelphia at the Pennsylvania State
System of Higher Education academic
and classroom suite at 701 Market
Street. Philadelphia Mayor James F.
Kenney was among several key officials
and special invited guests who spoke
at the April public debut of the newly
expanded and renovated University
Center. The new suite features
additional high-tech classrooms,
videoconference capabilities,
collaboration rooms, faculty offices,
44
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a computer lab, a student lounge and a
student success center. State System
universities at the center have been
serving adult learners since 2012.
BU president Bashar Hanna spoke
at the event along with BU student
Alena Mialanich, majoring in the
BASTL (Bachelor of Applied Science
in Technical Leadership) program.
Mialanich, a native of Belarus, shared
how she had started her college
education at age 30 at Community
College of Philadelphia, where she

graduated with highest honors
in architecture and construction
management. Mialanich expects
to complete her degree this
year. Employed by Albert Taus
and Associates, Architects, of
Philadelphia, she plans to continue
her career in architecture and
construction, focusing on green
building design. “I believe that
BASTL program equipped me with
all the necessary skills for a leadership
role in the field of sustainable building.”

PHOTOS: JAIME NORTH

Walking For A Cure

Second Chance Program Featured in

CHRONICLE of HIGHER EDUCATION
BU’S PARTICIPATION in the U.S. Department
of Education pilot program offering a chance for
education through Pell grants to incarcerated
students was recently featured in The Chronicle of
Higher Education. Writer Kelly Field looked at the
program that aims to reduce the rate of recidivism.
Second Chance Pell enrolls about 7,000 prisoners
across the country. BU enrolls 25 Pell-eligible
students in the program, now in its third semester
focusing on the State Correctional

Institution-Muncy and State Correctional
Institution-Mahanoy. Most participating prisoners
are scheduled for release within the next five years.
“This initiative has the potential to change
the trajectory for the life of numerous inmates and
their families and communities,” said Pennsylvania
Secretary of Corrections John Wetzel when the
program was announced in June 2016. Wetzel
graduated from BU in 1998 and serves on its
Council of Trustees.

Umberger Named
Associate VP for
Marketing and
Communications
JENNIFER
UMBERGER
comes to BU
after serving as
the director of
university
marketing at
Kutztown
University
since 2012. She
created a comprehensive marketing
and advertising program and led the
institutional market research and
brand development projects. She has
received numerous higher education
marketing advertising awards for
her work as well as CUPRAP, ADDY
and People’s Choice awards. Before
AMELIA GARBISCH, assistant professor of music (shown in center),
Kutztown, she worked in undergraduate
spent five days in April teaching elementary music education pedagogy in
recruitment at Albion (Mich.) College
Shanghai and Hangzhou, China. While there, the Chinese equivalent of
and Franklin (Ind.) College solutionClassical Billboard magazine covered her visit for both print and television based sales in the furniture industry,
stories. Garbisch’s student-centered methodology is in contrast to traditional and commercial real estate marketing,
Chinese teacher-centered classrooms. China is one of the world's largest
public relations and branding.
markets for classical music, instruments and instruction, and she has been
invited to return to teach there next year.

BU Music Professor
Gets Media Attention in China

SPRING 2018
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One of the

BIGGEST
Big Events

PHOTOS: JAIME NORTH

WITH ROUGHLY 2,000 student
volunteers tackling more than 225
job sites in Bloomsburg, the ninth
annual CGA Big Event became one
of the largest yet. Sponsored by
the CGA, the single-day community
service event gives students the
opportunity to say “thank you” to
local residents by putting words into
action.

BU Nursing Program Links With LCCC Borland Appointed
BU AND LUZERNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE signed an
agreement that will help LCCC nursing graduates transfer to Bloomsburg University to complete their bachelor’s degree. LCCC graduates
will be guaranteed admission into BU’s Bachelor of Science in Nursing
(B.S.N.) online degree program with third year ( junior) status. BU has
similar agreements for nursing with Reading Area Community College
and Westmoreland County Community College.

Byrum Named to Public Relations
Accreditation Board
KRISTIE BYRUM, assistant
professor of mass communications, has been appointed
to serve a two-year term on
the University Accreditation
Board (UAB), representing
the Public Relations Society
of America (PRSA).
Byrum is a PSRA Fellow
and accredited public relations
(APR) professional.
The UAB oversees the accredi-
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tation programs and its
direction within the PSRA
and other participating
organizations. The group
sets policies, evaluates examination content, conceptualizes new accreditations
products and develops
marketing strategies and
materials. Since the program began
in 1964, more than 6,000 members
have earned the APR distinction.

to Toxicology Board

MICHAEL
BORLAND,
associate
professor of
chemistry and
biochemistry
and Education
Fellow of the
American
Society of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology, was recently appointed to
a three-year term on the Society of
Toxicology Undergraduate Education
Subcommittee. The subcommittee
works to increase awareness of the
toxicology field to undergraduates
and educators, to promote the
integration of toxicology principles
into undergraduate science
curriculums, and to inspire and
recruit undergraduate students to
join the field of toxicology.

Care Totes for Children in Foster Care
and Children Who are Seriously Ill
PSYCHOLOGY PROFESSOR Mary Katherine
Duncan, the students in her Positive Psychology
course, and members of the Psychology
Association supervised by psychology professor
Jennifer Johnson, assembled 150 tote bags
for children in foster care and children who
are seriously ill.
Each tote contained a collection of children’s
picture books, a blanket, a plush stuffed Husky,
colored pencils, and a Life Book assembled
by her students. Based on a model of human
virtues and character strengths, the Life
Books contain affirmation quotes and spaces
for children to tell their own stories. Last
year, her Developmental Psychopathology
class assembled 100 tote bags for children in
Columbia County’s foster care program.
BU’s Good Work initiative is designed to
encourage students to reflect upon what it
means to do good work in academia and in
their prospective professions.
Duncan used funds awarded to her as Fred
and Joan Miller Distinguished Professor of
Good Work to purchase items for the totes.

Above: Students assemble Life Books to be included in
tote bags for children taken into foster care.
Right: Paul Price ’11 (special education), a family resource
specialist for Kids Peace foster care program, accepts
several sample totes from psychology professor Mary
Katherine Waibel-Duncan in her Positive Psychology course.

EGGS Faculty Member Co-Coordinator
of State Geography Bee
DARYL WENNER, instructor of environmental, geographical and geological sciences, was a
co-coordinator for the Pennsylvania State Geography Bee through the National Geographic
Society. In April, more than 100 students tested their geographic knowledge at the Pennsylvania
State Geography Bee championship held in the State Museum of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg.
Wenner’s involvement in geography bees spans nearly 20 years, including eight years at the
Tennessee event before coming to Pennsylvania.
SPRING 2018
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Focus ON Students

CATCHING
BUSINESS

Success
By Eric Foster

A YEAR AFTER WINNING
two business competitions,
Nathaniel Treichler’s The
Fly Crate, a subscription
service for fly fisherman
to purchase flies, is going
strong, with more than
3,000 customers and is
on track for more than
$100,000 in sales this year.
Artist Tyra Berta ’18 and business
In 2017 Treichler, a
founder Nathaniel Treichler.
Berta has hand lettered the
senior management major
Sleazygreetings logo on her IPad.
from Northampton, won
both the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education’s
Student Business Plan Competition and BU’s inaugural
Husky Dog Pound entrepreneurship competition.
This year, Treichler again won first place and the
$5,000 prize in BU’s Husky Dog Pound competition,
sponsored by the Zeigler College of Business. “Some
people play video games,” says Treichler. “I play
business — it’s my hobby.”
His new business venture — an edgy and irreverent
online greeting card company Sleazy Greetings —
8
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launches its website (sleazygreetings.com) in June.
For the new venture, Treichler has partnered with
Tyra Berta, a senior BU art studio major from Jessup,
who specializes in whimsical lettering and illustration.
While a love for the outdoors and fishing spawned his
first business, the origins of Treichler’s new venture are
similarly personal. “For my family’s birthdays I make
cards that tease them and they love the cards,” he says.
Berta brings a passion for traditional calligraphy. “I’ve
always been a traditional artist and I grew up with
calligraphy kits,” she says. “I still take all my class
notes in cursive.”
His experience at BU and in the Husky Dog Pound
helped Treichler unleash his inner entrepreneur. 		
“Standing up in front of all the judges and presenting
an idea you’ve worked so hard on is, honestly, nervewracking, but oddly thrilling,” he says. “Once you put
your all into something and
a successful entrepreneur
tells you it’s a great
idea, you feel like
you hit it big.”

Foster Care Mentor
By Hannah Miller ’18

Wanda Tarvin has a passion for helping children in
foster care because she knows what they are going
through.
“These are the things I went through and as a
foster alumna, and I want to help them,” Tarvin says.
“Sometimes you need someone who has been there,
done that, rather than hearing someone tell you what
you need without them ever being in your shoes.”
Tarvin ’18, a senior social work major pursuing
minors in psychology and aging studies and
gerontology, has been researching foster youth since
her sophomore year. She presented her research at the
Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meeting and the

Pennsylvania Sociological Society Annual Meeting.
Tarvin’s interest in foster youth led led her to be a crew
leader this summer in the Anchor Program, a oneweek opportunity for foster youth ages 15-18 to live on
campus and see what attending college is like.
Participants stay in the residence halls, eat on campus
and attend workshops on subjects ranging from art to
digital forensics.
“We want them to see college as a realistic goal,”
Tarvin says. “We want them to think about what they
want to do for the rest of their lives, not think they can
only get a job at a fast-food restaurant. The purpose of
the Anchor Program is to feel at home at BU. They will
know someone when they get here.”
Tarvin is continuing her work with foster youth after
graduation as a teacher’s aid for an afterschool program
in Philadelphia.

Wanda Tarvin, front, far right, with other student mentors for BU’s
summer 2017 Anchor Program.

“When I came here, I didn’t
know anyone, but there are
people who care. You can
create another family here.”
PHOTO: ERIC FOSTER

– WANDA TARVIN ’18

SPRING 2018
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Bloomsburg
Family Values
The INAUGURATION of BASHAR W. HANNA
By Tom McGuire

ashar W. Hanna knows firsthand that a
strong family can accomplish great things
working together. That came through loud
and clear at his inauguration as the 19th
president of Bloomsburg University in April.
Since first visiting campus in April 2017,
Hanna has spoken often of family — both the university
family and his personal family.
And family was a tangible reality at the inauguration,
held Friday, April 27, in Haas Center for the Arts’ Mitrani
Hall. With Hanna’s 84-year old mother, wife and two
children, six sisters, numerous cousins, nieces and nephews
in attendance, the strong bond of this family filled nearly
three rows of seats at Mitrani Hall.
10
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Representatives from the Board of Governors, BU
Council of Trustees, Pennsylvania State System of
Higher Education, faculty, staff, students, alumni, and
Bloomsburg University Foundation brought greetings
centered on working with the new president to advance
the mission of the university.
From the podium, Hanna noted he did not feel
qualified to walk in the footsteps of the giants who
have guided this institution from its humble beginnings
in 1839. Many things have changed. What began as
an academy serving the residents of the town and
county now educates students from 27 states and 33
countries. And some things have not changed, such
as Bloomsburg’s mission. Hanna pointed out how BU

Left: President Hanna with his wife Deanna and children Christian and Lauren. Right: Hanna with his sisters and mother Rahmeh.

continues to serve the first-generation college student back with some predicting our extinction. Maybe
with more than 35 percent of our incoming freshmen
we need to look no further than the mascot of this
each year being the first in their families to attend
fine institution, the Husky. Why the Husky? It was
college.
selected by the student body of Bloomsburg in 1933
Hanna also touched on the challenges higher education to be the mascot because of its fine, noble qualities
is facing today: public perceptions, state funding,
of being a hard worker, graceful under pressure and
accountability and affordability. “But with the noble
having the ability to work well in a team.”
Husky that excels at working in a team — the symbol
MR. JOAR DAHN, CGA President, Student Greetings
of the institution — leading the way, good things will
“One thing that Dr. Hanna and I have in common is that
happen,” he said. “We need to come together as a pack
we are both immigrants. I remember sharing my story
of Huskies, unified in the common mission of serving
about how I had a hard time in elementary school because
our commonwealth and beyond
I could not speak English. I was that
to the next generation of citizens
foreign kid who did not know how to
who will go out and impact the
Bashar never settles for average— order his lunch or answer whatever
world in ways we may never have
he pushes himself and others to grow question was being asked. He shared
imagined.”
a story very similar and that became
and change, and he understands
Anne Zayaitz, provost of Kutztown
motivation for me. If an immigrant
and values detail and heritage.”
University who worked with Hanna
who could not speak English at one
for several years, talked about
— Anne Zayaitz, Kutztown University provost
point in his life, like myself, could
how family helped shape the new
become the president of this wonderful
president’s character.
institution, that reassured me that I can indeed be
“With strong family support and the opportunities
anything I wanted to be in America.”
of education, Bashar’s personality and leadership
DR. ERIC HAWRELAK, Faculty Greetings
developed into an individual who is authentic,
“The most important principle on this campus is shared
who will listen, who will give praise, who inspires,
governance. We all have a common direction and sense
and who sometimes won’t take no for an answer and
of community, and we can reach a goal more quickly
will move forward when others might hesitate, with
and easily if we utilize our collective energy, enthusiasm,
deliberate action. Bashar never settles for average — he
and initiative. Please, keep the faculty enfranchised,
pushes himself and others to grow and change, and he
part of the decision process, as we face every challenge.
understands and values detail and heritage.”
We believe your leadership will be based on inspiration
“So how do we face, deal with and overcome the
and collaboration. We also believe your legacy will be
fact that higher education today has a target on its

SPRING 2018
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determined by your ability to connect your vision with
the purpose of others, to lead by reason and the gift
of cooperation. The faculty believe we are all in this
academic journey together.”
MRS. DIANN SHAMBURG, Staff Greetings
“As our university community continues to grow larger
and stronger, our shared priorities should focus on
supporting our students at multiple levels (morally,
emotionally and spiritually) as they move forward
to becoming a productive and contributing citizens
in an increasingly complex global environment. This
solid partnership provides the varied services that our
employees effectively deliver on a daily basis to ensure
our university achieves a high level of excellence.”
MRS. BARBARA ROMANO on behalf of the alumni
“Today, on behalf of all BU alumni, and with their full
support, I officially welcome you to our alma mater.
The vitality of Bloomsburg University is our shared
responsibility and, as such, we stand committed to
growing it together. Best wishes to you, President Hanna,
as you officially begin your tenure as the 19th president
of Bloomsburg University. Welcome to the BU family
and this ‘friendly college on the hill’.”

JUDGE MARY JANE BOWES, Council of Trustees
“There is a strong commitment and dedication at this
campus to teaching, learning, leading, cooperation,
collaboration and serving others. We know your vision
and goals for the university embrace those ideals. You
have the full support of the Council of Trustees as you
take the helm of this wonderful university.”
MS. CYNTHIA SHAPIRA,
chairperson of the Board of Governors
“With President Hanna at the helm, we are confident
Bloomsburg University will thrive and will build upon
its strong foundation with new, innovative programs
that meet the evolving needs of students and employers
across the commonwealth.”

PHOTOS: JUNG WI

The inauguration platform party.

MR. DUANE GREENLY,
Bloomsburg University Foundation
“I would like to join in congratulating Dr. Hanna on his
appointment as president of Bloomsburg University —
we are so glad to have both Bashar and his wife, Deanna,
join our community. I would also like to welcome all our
distinguished guests and visitors today. As Chairman of
the Bloomsburg University Foundation, it is a pleasure
for me to officially welcome Dr. Hanna as our new
partner at the university.”

12
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President Hanna with Anne Zayaitz,
provost at Kutztown University
and a former colleague.

President Hanna with James H. McCormick, who
served as Bloomsburg’s 13th president and as
the first chancellor of the Pennsylvania State
System of Higher Education

DR. ANNE ZAYAITZ, provost, Kutztown University
“With strong family support and the opportunities of
education, Bashar’s personality and leadership developed
into an individual who is authentic, who will listen, who
will give praise, who inspires, and who sometimes won’t
take no for an answer and will move forward when others
might hesitate. Bashar never settles for average — he
pushes himself and others to grow and change, and he
understands and values detail and heritage.
I have had the privilege of getting to know his family.
I met Deanna, Christian, and Lauren. As you may
know, he has six sisters. It took me a long time to keep
this information straight.
But eventually, as I learned everyone’s name I learned
that his six sisters—Nadia, Nina, Ida, Nahla, Nayla, and
Bushra — all had a favorite brother: Bashar. I had the
honor of meeting his parents — his father Wajih, whom the
grandchildren called Jido, and his beautiful mother,
Rahmeh, who is known to her grandchildren as Tayta.
PRESIDENT'S REMARKS
“For an immigrant who spoke no English at the age of 10
to have been selected as the 19th president of this wonderful
institution is both a tremendous honor and a formidable
responsibility, a responsibility that I do not take lightly and
something that I strive to get better at every day. And with

“Our previous presidents have included both local
individuals as well as natives of England and Germany.
And today, we can add a native of Syria to that list. Our
past presidents have served for as little as three months
(so I’m already not last in length of service) to as long as
30 years (I promise you that I will not be here in 2047).”
“We have seen the first and only woman president in
Jessica Kozloff, as well as the first chancellor of the
Pennsylvania System of Higher Education come from
Bloomsburg. (Dr. James McCormick, who served as
BU's 13th president from 1973 to 1983.) And I am now
the second Temple University graduate to serve as
president — joining Francis Haas (honored with the
naming of this building). And much like Temple, which
was founded as a night school to serve first-generation
students, BU is still a place that takes pride in this noble
mission where over 35 percent of our freshmen each
year are the first in their families to attend college.”
Editor’s note: On May 6, 2018, Dr. Hanna’s mother, Rahmeh Khouly
Hanna, passed away surrounded by her seven children and their families.

BU faculty and
administrators
prepare for the
ceremony.

PHOTOS: ERIC FOSTER

The Leading Tones, BU’s a cappella ensemble, performs at the
inauguration ceremony.

the steadfast support of my BU family, we will face every
challenge head-on as, we together, propel this wonderful
institution to greater heights.”

SPRING 2018
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Juli Miller ’92 helps new generations of Huskies
make the transition to life after Bloomsburg
By Willie Colón

A

ctions speak volumes about a person’s true nature.
A story about Juli Miller ’92 reveals much about this
successful business executive.
“When we were at Bloomsburg, a sorority sister was diagnosed
with cancer, and Juli took charge of the whole thing,” recalls
Kirsten Singley ’92, one of Miller’s Alpha Sigma Tau sisters. “She
led the effort to raise money for her treatment. Juli is very kind
and puts others before her. Even when she’s had tough times, it’s
always, ‘What can I do for someone else.’”

Juli Miller talks with a student
at a luncheon sponsored by the
Alumni Association.

This is just one example among many that displays Miller’s generosity
and caring instincts. Lucky for Bloomsburg, some of the newest examples
include the ways that she’s making time to share her hard-earned insights
with new generations of Huskies, despite a full schedule.
“I want to provide opportunities for today’s students that I got from
Bloomsburg,” says Miller, a vice president at Johnson & Johnson and
member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors. “And I get a lot of
fulfillment by helping others.”
One thing becomes very clear in conversation with Miller and those
who know her well: she likes people, and people like her back. “Everybody
knows Juli,” Singley says. “She’s like the mayor.”
Another of Miller’s sorority sisters, Kerri Donald Sears ’92, adds: “I don’t
think she’ll like this word, but I’ve always thought of her as a dynamo. She
has a great interest and involvement in so many things.”
That’s no exaggeration. In addition to her family — husband Christian,
and their two children, Natalie and Brandon — and demanding career,
Miller volunteers for an array of
groups and causes. “She’s always
Even when she’s had tough
involved in something,” Singley
times, it’s always, ‘What can
agrees. “I feel like she should
have a cape. She’s like Wonder
I do for someone else.’
Woman.”
— Kirsten Singley ’92
Her employer, Johnson &
Johnson, offers many service
opportunities, which Miller takes advantage of as often as she can. She’s
active with the company’s women’s leadership group and the Open and
Out LGBTQA Ally group. She’s also the executive sponsor of a resource
group for employees of Middle Eastern descent, and has volunteered with
Operation Smile, which provides free medical procedures for children with
cleft palates and ties to Johnson & Johnson.

SPRING 2018

15

“Johnson & Johnson lives its community service,
which has been important to me from the time I was in
the Girl Scouts through what I do today,” Miller says.
For the past five years, her volunteer activities have
included work with the Alumni Association. Miller
says she had drifted away from Bloomsburg until an
alumni event reconnected her with the university. That
connection only grew stronger thanks to Sears, a past
president of the Alumni Association Board of Directors.
“Kerri is a huge Bloomsburg philanthropist and so
excited about it,” Miller says. That excitement was infectious.
When Sears encouraged her to apply for the board, and
after giving it consideration, Miller went for it.
“It wasn’t a hard sell, but Juli is always very thoughtful
about making a commitment,” Sears says. “She doesn’t
want to let anyone down, and anything she does, she
does 100 percent.”
For Miller, the clincher came when she learned about
newer university initiatives that resonated with her.
“I was inspired by how far Bloomsburg had come,
especially in developing young professionals,” she says.
That inspiration has led to participation in activities
organized by the Alumni Association as well as the Zeigler
Institute for Professional Development and Professional U
— activities that connect students with alumni.
“One thing I’ve learned about the Bloomsburg of
today is that Professional U provides opportunities
for people like me to help students get ahead,” Miller
says. “I encourage other alumni to get involved — get
involved with Professional U, supporting with your
time, talent or treasure.”
Miller also enjoys mentoring students, especially
those she feels have the spark and talent to reach for
and achieve
their goals.
They give me as much as
But Miller
I give them — probably more. doesn’t see
herself as an
Their stories are inspiring,
all-knowing
and they’ve touched me.
guru. “I
— Juli Miller ’92
approach
every
conversation as a two-way street,” she says. “Yes, I can
impart some wisdom, but it’s a conversation. I like to
know where people come from and find points of
relatability.”
That approach sounds familiar to Sears. “She’s a very
caring person, a strong listener — she gets to know
people for who they are, not just on a superficial level,”
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Juli Miller and Angela Montano

Sears says. “I like to watch the expression on Juli’s face
when she’s listening. She’s always so attentive and so in
the moment.”
Miller is currently walking her talk as a mentor for
several young women from Philadelphia — a world
removed from Miller’s rural upbringing in Bangor. Yet
she says that, like her, these young women were not
born into privilege. “While there are things I can offer,
I admire learning about their resilience, spirit and
tenacity,” Miller says. “They give me as much as I give
them — probably more. Their stories are inspiring, and
they’ve touched me.”
Angela Montano ’19 is one of those young women.
She remembers meeting Miller at the Alumni
Association’s networking and mentoring event, Day of
Dialogue, when she was a sophomore. “Juli and I sat at
the same table and we just hit it off. She was so cool, so
down-to-earth,” Montano says. “She wanted to know
my story instead of just talking about herself.”
Montano is a secondary education major who dreams
of one day opening a charter school that provides young
students of color with the educational role models she
didn’t have in high school. “When I told Juli my dream,
her eyes opened wide. She said, ‘You have to do this!’”
Montano remembers. “To get that from someone who
doesn’t know you is really beautiful.”
The key to understanding Miller boils down to one
word: acceptance. “I have an Afro, wear big hoop
earrings — I just am who I am,” Montano says. “And
when Juli sees me, it’s with arms wide open.”

To be sure, “accepting” is one word that describes
freshman shell. “They taught me a lot about relating to
Miller. Caring and thoughtful are two more. Then
people, service, and fundraising,” Miller says.
there’s determined — because there’s no doubt that
Those sisterly bonds remain strong today, and periodic
Miller is determined.
“girls’ weekends” with a group of her AST sisters have
Miller describes her hometown of Bangor as a tight-knit, become a fixture in Miller’s life. “She just puts up with all
blue-collar community. And when she was growing up,
of us,” Singley says. “She’s sort of the den mother. We ask,
going to college was by no means a given. However,
‘Are you JV or varsity?’ And she says, ‘I’m JV, strictly JV.’”
Miller says she never doubted what would come after
It’s a comment that points to another aspect of Miller’s
high school. “I always knew I’d go to college, but I grew
personality. “You’d never know that she’s a vice president
up in a less-than-rich family,” she says.
at Johnson & Johnson,” Singley says.
Bloomsburg offered an attractive
“She’s very humble about what she
I have an Afro, wear big hoop does.”
combination of affordability plus
academic rigor, but the gregarious
Add another word to the list you
earrings — I just am who I am.
and popular teen had to cope with
can use to describe Juli Miller.
And when Juli sees me, it’s
the growing pains familiar to many
Miller recently gave a ZED talk —
college freshmen. “In high school,
a Bloomsburg riff on the popular
with arms wide open.
I’d been a big fish in a small pond,”
TED talks — about the need to
— Angela Montano ’19
she says. “Now I became a small
adapt to and understand change.
fish in a big pond. It was a tough
The audience included Miller’s
adjustment.”
daughter Natalie, a freshman at Bloomsburg. Miller
Over the course of her four years at Bloomsburg,
says that while her daughter had more options than
Miller says she benefited from internship opportunities, she did, Natalie still chose Bloomsburg. “She said, ‘You
as well as the encouragement and mentorship of her
had such a great experience. I want that’,” Miller says.
work-study bosses and professors. “My professors gave “She’s in a totally different field, but she already has a
me the professional acumen which is foundational to
commitment to service and to Bloomsburg.”
who I am today,” Miller notes.
Miller’s own commitment to Bloomsburg shows no
One fond memory in particular left an enduring
sign of waning. But how does she fit so much into her
impression. Miller says that her work-study boss at the
schedule? Refreshingly, Miller isn’t afraid to admit that
College of Business was a tactful administrative assistant it’s not easy. “You can’t have it all. You do have to make
who had a deft touch with people. “She handled people
trade-offs,” she says. “The giving back piece can be a lot
with grace, dignity and wit. And she was very direct,
at times, and I always prioritize my family.”
which I loved,” Miller says. “She also showed me how to
But she insists that giving back to Bloomsburg will
be a working mom in a professional setting.”
continue even after her tenure on the Alumni Association
Miller also credits Alpha Sigma Tau with providing
board ends in another year. “It’s not a one-time event,”
leadership opportunities that helped pull her out of her Miller says. “It’s a journey and a passion of mine.”
Willie Colón is freelance writer based in Philadelphia.

Juli Miller with children
helped by Operation
Smile, an organization
she volunteers with that
provides free medical
procedures for children
with cleft palates.
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Alumna Lisa Regan ’02/M’05
has turned her love of reading
and hobby of writing into a
career as an author. Regan
takes every advantage of
spare minutes in her day to
put words on paper.

A Passion
for Mystery
By Kelley Freund

A

t an age when many other girls would ask for dolls, makeup or video games,
11-year-old Lisa Regan’s parents bought her a typewriter. A passionate
reader and writer, Regan already had binders of stories and poems.
Inspired by the mysteries she had seen on “Scooby-Doo” and the Nancy Drew
books she devoured, the pre-teen sat down to write a full-length mystery novel.
Today, Regan ’02/M’05 is an award-winning novelist with her eighth book
due out this summer. Bloomsburg played a key role in both nurturing her love
for writing and laying the foundation for her success.
Regan chose Bloomsburg because of its proximity to friends in the area. She
attended for a semester before withdrawing due to health issues, but came back
several years later. When she returned, Regan wanted to take as many courses
as possible with Danny Robinson, an influential English professor from her
first semester, but it turns out he wasn’t the only professor who would have an
impact on her writing career.
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“I didn’t have a course that I didn’t like. All the
a rural Pennsylvania town. The town is fictional, but
professors were so passionate,” she says. “Bloomsburg
Regan incorporated aspects of the small communities
is a hidden gem. You’re challenged, and you’re exposed she lived in (including Bloomsburg) and traveled to
to all the enthusiasm and knowledge in people who
when she was a nursing assistant.
really want to launch you into the next stratosphere.”
In the series’ first book, Vanishing Girls, Quinn is on
Regan considered being a teacher and even went on
suspension from the police department when a teenage
to earn her master’s in curriculum and instruction
girl goes missing. Quinn starts her own investigation
at BU. But while she loved the
and uncovers the town’s dark secrets.
education program, the passion of her
The book was released in January,
undergraduate literature professors
with the next two in the series
You can’t wait for the time
inspired an excitement for reading
coming out in April and August.
to write. I write in every nook
and writing, and it was in these classes
Regan finds she creates better
and cranny during my day
that she felt most in her element. Her
with a little bit of chaos, writing
heart was with writing, so Regan set
from a love seat in her living room
that I can find.
out to work on her novel.
while her dog sits on the other
— Lisa Regan ’02/M’05
She wrote Finding Claire Fletcher
side, her 10-year-old daughter
while working as a nursing assistant.
is doing art projects, and her
Regan would work a double shift, get home at 8 a.m.,
husband is watching the Military Channel. She keeps a
write furiously until noon, sleep a few hours and then
notebook in her purse so she can jot down ideas while
go back to work and do it all over again. During the
waiting at the doctor’s office or standing in line at the
overnight shift, she kept little scraps of paper in her
post office. “When you have a busy life, you can’t wait
scrubs pocket, and if she had any down time, she could
for the time to write,” says Regan, who also works as a
be found scribbling the book’s next scene. On her days off, paralegal. “You have to adapt. I write in every nook and
Regan wrote for 16 hours at a time.
cranny during my day that I can find.”
Writing a manuscript can be easier than getting it
Being an author is not always glamorous, says Regan.
published, however. Although Finding Claire Fletcher
And of course there are the rejections and bad reviews
received positive feedback from agents and publishers, that every writer deals with, and sometimes, as Regan
it took Regan four years to find an agent and she was
puts it, it seems like madness to continue.
then turned down by two dozen publishers before a
But she wouldn’t trade the opportunity to create for
small press gave her a shot.
anything. “For me, the creative outlet is the best part,”
In 2013, the eFestival of Words Best of the Independent Regan says. “You sit down at the page and the sky is the
eBook Awards named Finding Claire Fletcher the runnerlimit. You get to go wherever your mind wants to take you.”
up in Best Novel and reached number one on Amazon’s
Kelley Freund is a freelance writer based in Virginia
“kidnapping crime fiction list.” Her second novel, Kill for
You, was the 2014 winner for Best Twist.
For Regan, putting together these mysteries in
a way that doesn’t reveal things too quickly for
readers is so challenging that it’s stimulating
— especially in a way that other genres aren’t
for her. Early on, Regan took a stab at literary
fiction and romance. “What I found was that no
matter what I was trying to write, I was always
injecting more suspenseful elements into it,”
she says. “I couldn’t write a story unless there
was a crime taking place.”
In May of last year, Regan was offered a
three-book contract for her Josie Quinn series,
which revolves around a female detective in
SPRING 2018

19

Focus ON Faculty

BUILDING a Better Soybean
By Eric Foster

Professor George Davis, center, with student Jerome Betz, left, and alumnus Brendon
Juengst, check on the health of Arabidopsis plants, which they are using to develop
ways to make plants able to thrive in poor soil.
20
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WHEN MOST PEOPLE THINK of genetically modified plants, they think of
plants modified to thrive when used with pesticides, or tomatoes designed to
last longer on supermarket shelves.
George Davis, BU professor of biological and allied health sciences, is working
to modify plants so they are more nutritious and able to grow in poor alkaline soil.
Aware of the controversy around genetically modified plants, Davis points
to two numbers. The first, “815 million, the number of hungry people in the
world,” says Davis. “And 2 billion, the number of people in the world suffering
from iron deficiency, anemia.”
The soil in sub-Saharan Africa, in particular, is very alkaline, which makes it
difficult to grow crops rich in iron, explains Davis. The alkalinity of the soils binds
iron so most plants can’t absorb it. Grasses, however, are an exception, as they secrete
molecules that are strong enough to break the iron’s bond with the alkaline soil.
Davis, assisted by graduate student Jerome Betz ’17/’19M and former student
Brendon Juengst ’15, now a doctoral student in plant molecular biology at Penn
State, is developing a way to insert specific proteins from grasses into other
types of plants. “Few students have completed the trajectory from student to
colleague as quickly as Betz and Jeungst have,” says Davis.
“The goal of the research is to help feed people without enough iron in their diet,”
says Betz. “If we can engineer soybeans so they grow in alkaline soil, that will have a
big impact.” The impact will also be felt in the U.S. For example, in North Dakota,
soybean yields are reduced by 30 percent due to alkaline soils. In addition to being
important to human nutrition, iron is an important element for plant health.
Betz, who transferred to BU from Luzerne County Community College as a
junior, was attracted to research opportunities in molecular biology. “At BU, it’s
great that students can request to work with faculty on research,” says Betz.
Davis has obtained a patent for his method of inserting the beneficial proteins
into plants and has already worked on several kinds of plants, including tomatoes.

A Legacy of Commitment
Dr. Brian Johnson’s commitment to Bloomsburg University
began in 1967 when he joined the Department of Geography
and Earth Science as a professor of geography and planning.
That is where he would stay for the remainder of his career
as an educator until he retired in 1999.
A lot has changed since then, including the name of the
department, which is now the environmental, geographical
and geological sciences or EGGS department. However,
one thing that remains constant is Johnson’s dedication to
his department and its students.
“This is where I spent most of my career, and I have very
strong positive feelings about BU,” Johnson says. “I’ve built
so many great relationships with students and colleagues
that I am still in touch with today. That’s why I wanted to
give back.”
In 2011, Johnson and his wife established the Professor
Brian and Marty Johnson Geography and Planning
Scholarship.

“During my time at BU I encountered several students
who struggled financially,” Johnson says. “I had been thinking
about establishing a scholarship, and after discussing it with my
wife, we felt it was the right time to go ahead with it. When
we found we could establish a scholarship and also increase our
giving through contributions from my IRA, it really seemed
like a great way to show our support to the university.”
In addition to his continued involvement on campus as
a donor and active member of the BU community, Johnson
also kept in touch with a group of retired faculty members
who would meet each Tuesday morning.
It was through those meetings that Johnson learned of
the then deteriorating health of one of his good friends
and mentors, the late Dr. John Enman, a fellow retired BU
geography professor.
Johnson, along with several other members of the EGGS
department - past and present - came together to help Dr.
Enman, which inspired Enman to include his Bloomsburg
University department in his estate plans.

To learn more about how you can create your own legacy at BU, visit

giving.bloomu.edu/plannedgiving
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LEARNING LOCALLY,

Working Globally
By Tom Schaeffer

I

don’t have to train them. They come ready to work,” says
Ronn Cort, describing the Bloomsburg University students his
company has hired since he first visited campus in 2013. Cort,
president and COO of Sekisui Polymer Innovations (SPI), LLC,
needed employees who understood supply chain management,
logistics and how to move their product into the international
marketplace. He found that BU graduates were ready to do just that.

“It’s easy to make things in a lab or
create prototypes,” Cort says. “The
hard part is then commercializing
that product and figuring out how to
distribute it. At Bloomsburg, students
are learning how do to that.”
SPI is the thermoplastic sheet
manufacturing division of Sekisui
Chemical Co., Ltd., an $11 billion
company headquartered in Tokyo.
The Bloomsburg plant produces
specialty polymers used for
components in airline passenger seats
and tray tables, trains, and medical
devices throughout the world.
“If you touch a tray table in any
aircraft on any of the commercial
airlines flying today, there is an 85
percent chance that the material
used for that tray table was made
in Bloomsburg,” Cort says. “Our
focus is on creating products that
will reduce the environmental
impact on the next generation as
the global population increases and
the production of these materials is
growing faster than ever before.”
Since 2005, Cort, who lives in
New Jersey, has been on a mission
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to grow global business from the
Bloomsburg plant. Before his arrival
at SPI, they had little sales outside of
the U.S. In 2012, the company netted
$32 million in international sales
revenue. Following that success,
Cort considered leaving to pursue
another job offer, but his employers
convinced him to stay.
“I was ready to leave. I thought I
had accomplished all I could here,”
Cort says. “That was because I was
only seeing profit and not people.”
In his first six months as president,
that mindset changed. Cort spent all
of his time on the production floor,

assessing the business, and quickly
learned that the answer to how he
would grow the company had been
there the whole time.
“I learned that we had incredibly
talented people working here who had
brilliant ideas,” Cort says. “They were
nearly geniuses, but they didn’t know it.”
In 2013, Cort, who had no prior
affiliation with Bloomsburg University,
was invited by professors John and
Christian Grandzol to speak at the
Zeigler College of Business. The
experience opened his eyes to
an abundant resource just a few
miles away.
“I found students who were working
hard to do something meaningful with
their lives,” says Cort. “I was blown away
by their work ethic and their drive.”
Immediately after visiting BU,
Cort ensured that SPI was present
at events where BU students were
learning about potential career
opportunities. He also invested in
the university through Professional U

Cort, far right, speaks on a panel as part of the Zeigler
College of Business annual fall Business Conference.
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Cort with four recent BU grads currently working at SPI. From left: Keara Hozella ’14, communications coordinator, Kyle Keefer ’16, commodity
buyer, Blake Iman ’15, aviation business coordinator and Brooke Felker ’16, accounts payable specialist.

event sponsorships and increased
scholarship donations.
Cort has hired four BU graduates
since 2015 and currently employs 13
Bloomsburg alumni at SPI in positions
ranging from marketing and
communications to international
purchasing.
Blake Iman ’15, a business
management graduate from Muncy,
began her career in SPI’s customer
collaboration department just after
graduation thanks to a connection
she made during a visit to the
Bloomsburg plant for an assignment
for her supply chain class.
“I’ve been a part of SPI for about
two and a half years, starting in
customer collaboration and then
transitioning into my current position
as aviation business coordinator,”
says Iman. “It has been an amazing
opportunity to come to my office
in Bloomsburg every day and work
with different people from more
than 30 countries. I’ve been to
Germany twice for business trips.
There is so much to learn every day
from that.”

Kyle Keefer ’16 also started
Brooke Felker ’14, an accounting
working at SPI directly after
major from Bloomsburg, has been
graduation, having been introduced
with SPI for just over a year as an
to the company as a supply chain
accounts payable specialist and
management major. Keefer, a
Keara Hozella ’14, an English major
native of nearby Benton, was often
and gender studies minor from Pine
intrigued about what they did at the
Grove, started with the company in
Bloomsburg plant as he drove by on
2017 in the role of communications
his way to campus.
coordinator.
“The first time I ever learned anything
“At first I thought maybe we were
about Sekisui was when we went there just excited about hiring BU students
with our supply
because of our
chain operations
proximity to the
After seeing what these
class to tour the
school,” says
facility,” says
students have brought to our Cort, “But after
Keefer. “I was
seeing what
company,
I
would
put
them
up
amazed to learn
these students
against people from any school have brought to
that this plant
in Bloomsburg
our company, I
in the country.
was shipping
would put them
— Ronn Cort, president and COO,
commercial
up against people
Sekisui Polymer Innovations, LLC
products all over
from any school in
the world.”
the country.”
After touring the facility, Keefer
“We’re a part of the community,”
said that SPI had reached out to BU
Cort says. “If we’re not investing
in search of applications from supply locally, then we’re not investing in
chain management students and he
ourselves or our future and that
applied right away. Keefer has been
would be a big mistake.”
with company since he graduated and Tom Schaeffer ’02 is communications manager
works as a commodity buyer.
for the BU Foundation.
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A Husky at Heart
J
By Tom
BySchaeffer
Thomas Schaeffer

ohn Dorin is not a Bloomsburg University
graduate, but he will always be a Husky.
Both Bloomsburg University and the BU
Foundation recently honored the 81-year-old Taylor
native for his 29 years of service to the Bloomsburg
community as a chairman of both the Council of
Trustees and the Foundation Board of Directors.
Through a lifetime of public service, Dorin has
inspired members of the various communities he has
so loyally served. His most significant contributions
were in Montoursville, where he retired in 2017 after
a 36-year run as the borough’s mayor.
Dorin and his wife, Ann, moved to Montoursville
after he graduated from Temple University with a
degree in engineering and he took a job with GTE
Sylvania Electrical Products, Inc. They fell in love
with the small-town lifestyle and Dorin didn’t
waste any time connecting to his new community.
He quickly became well known among neighbors
and business owners and revealed a touch of
showmanship — playing the cordovox accordion with
three friends in a band, Just Four.
In Montoursville, Dorin also discovered an affinity
for public service. “When I was at Sylvania, we had
several issues in Williamsport that got me thinking
about getting more involved in the community,” says
Dorin. “A position opened on the borough council in
1977, so I ran for it.”
From that moment on, Dorin became the face
of the community. From his second term on the
borough council, through his nine consecutive terms as
mayor, he never lost an election. In addition to serving
on a myriad of state councils and committees, he
also served as president of the Pennsylvania State
Association of Boroughs.
In the 1980s, all three of Dorin’s children were
attending Bloomsburg University. Dorin saw potential
in what BU could become. “I liked what was happening
at the university,” says Dorin. “I knew it could serve
as a valuable resource for the members of my own
community going forward.”
In 1983, soon after becoming mayor of Montoursville,
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Dorin joined the BU Council of Trustees. A year later,
he was elected chairman, a position he held until 1989.
As chairman, Dorin helped resurrect the BU
Foundation, strengthened town-gown relations
and built in-roads with community leaders. After
stepping down from the trustees, Dorin joined
the Bloomsburg University Foundation Board of
Directors, where he served as a director until 2014.
His passion for Bloomsburg was as strong as his
passion for every other project that he took on,
with his loyalty equally as steadfast. Recalling all
the boards and organizations he remained involved
in throughout his career, he credits his family for
helping him to balance it all. “I don’t know how I did
all that really,” says Dorin. “I think I even managed
to play some golf in there too. The key was that I had
a beautiful wife and three great children who were
very supportive.”
Dorin’s son, Jim, graduated from BU in 1984,
followed by his daughter Cynthia ’85 and his
youngest daughter, Michelle ’87.
“Looking back, I don’t remember a time thinking
about my dad being on campus frequently while
we were there,” says Michelle. “Though as a young
college student, I’m sure that subconsciously,
knowing his position did help me make ‘better
decisions’ about how I spent my free time.”
Loyalty appears to be a Dorin family trait.
After graduating from Bloomsburg, Cynthia began
teaching in the Southern Fulton School District in
Warfordsburg and has worked there for 30 years.
Michelle took her first job after BU at Weis Markets
and is now the director of sales. Jim, who passed
away in 2006 at the age of 44, was a sales manager at
WEPCO Material Handling Specialists in Pittston.
“Eight years ago, when I found my diploma and
had it framed, I realized that my dad’s signature was
at the bottom,” Michelle says. “It means more to me
today than it did back then, and I look at it every day.
It’s a nice reminder for me about my dad’s sacrifices
and how much he gave back to the community.”
Tom Schaeffer ’02 is communications manager for the BU Foundation.

John Dorin’s long service to BU,
its students and the larger community
is a testimony to his sterling
character. His remarkable example
of leadership, serving with humility,
loyalty and dedication calls on us not
only to aspire for improvement but to
actively to create better communities.
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— Jerome Dvorak, executive director,
BU Foundation

John Dorin in front of the Montoursville municipal building that
has been named in his honor. Dorin retired as Montoursville
mayor after serving 36 years.
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husky notes
’60s

Marsha Loeper Hubler ’68 published
The Keystone Stables series for kids with
Harper Collins/Zondervan from 2004 to 2008.
Hubler is a best-selling author with over
220,000 copies of her eight books in print.
Dennis Siegmann ’68 retired from teaching
and coaching wrestling at Northeastern
Oklahoma A&M College. Siegmann resides
in Sarasota, Fla.

’70s

David J. Lee ’75 retired from Susquehanna
Community School District after 34.5 years
of service. He taught psychology, U.S.
government and world history. He and his
wife, Susan Nied Lee, reside in Susquehanna.
Lisa Mortensen ’75/’76M retired speechlanguage pathologist from Maryland public
schools, is the author of the children’s book
Aiden Goes to Speech.
Allan Weikel ’76 retired as a engineering
manager after a 36-year career in the nuclear energy field.

’80s

David Bulzoni ’81 is vice president,
government banking sales at FNCB Bank,
Wilkes-Barre. Bulzoni is responsible for
managing and developing local government
banking relationships. Previously, he was the
business administrator for the city of Scranton
and township supervisor in Newton Township.
Lisa Dellinger Smithgall ’83 is chief
nursing officer of Ballad Health, Kingsport,
Tenn. Smithgall was the vice president
of patient care services and chief nursing
officer of Holston Valley Medical Center.
She also served as associate vice president
of nursing at Geisinger Medical Center in
Danville, and vice president of women’s and
children’s strategic service unit at Mountain
States Health Alliance.
Charles F. Warner ’83 was acknowledged
in the book A Surgeon with Custer at the
Little Big Horn: James DeWolf ’s Diary and
Letters, 1876. Warner, a collector and evaluator
of original 19th century images (daguerreotypes, ambrotypes and tintypes), shared his
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knowledge of these types of early photographs
with book editor Todd Harburn. Warner’s
private collection of images includes images of
Seventh Calvary soldiers in civilian settings
and and he discovered an image that was
published in the book.
Philip Husick ’85 is the publisher of Tioga
Publishing Company, Wellsboro, where
he oversees four newspapers in Tioga and
Potter counties. Husick was formerly with the
Elmira Star-Gazette for 18 years, starting as a
sales representative and working his way up to
become the display manager.
Jeffrey Sutherland ’86 is Cape May County,
N.J., prosecutor. Sutherland was in private
law practice for 27 years in South Jersey,
leading The Sutherland Law Firm, P.C., in
South Seaville and Linwood since 2006.
Annette Lint Jurkowski ’89 is an assistant
Bank Secrecy Act compliance officer at
Wayne Bank, Honesdale. Jurkowski joined
the bank in November of 1997 and most
recently served as the BSA/compliance
associate.

’90s

Michelle Seibert Appel ’90 became president
of the Association for Institutional Research
(AIR) at the organization’s Forum in Orlando
in May. With over 4,000 members from
more than 1.800 higher education institutions
and organizations across the world, AIR helps
higher education institutions use data, information and analysis.
Steven Piascik ’90 is partner and chief
financial officer of Goalz Restaurant Group,
Cheyenne, Wy. Piascik has over 28 years of
financial expertise with a focus on complex
accounting and tax consulting. He founded
PIASCIK, a boutique tax and financial firm.
Prior to founding his firm, he served as a senior
tax manager for international accounting firm
KPMG LLP, where he managed finances for
technology and emerging growth companies.
Barry Eichner ’92 is the co-editor in chief
of Lipgloss + Aftershave, a personal care
and lifestyle review site. Eichner began
his spa career in 2000, working as vice
president for a chain of medical spas. He
has been an industry consultant since 2011,
specializing in digital media strategy and

content creation. He writes for national spa
trade publications and is a published editorial photographer and a speaker at various spa
industry trade shows.
Jason S. Kirsch ’96M
is a senior counselor with
PRworks in Harrisburg.
He brings to the role
more than 20 years
of strategic public
relations and marketing
experience and holds
the Accredited in Public Relations credential,
a mark of distinction in the profession.

bank for 11 years.

Tammy Rae
Benscoter ’97 was
promoted to assistant
vice president, business
solutions specialist at
First Columbia Bank &
Trust Co., Bloomsburg.
She has been with the

Heather Laubach Pascual ’98 is executive
director of the Danville Area Community
Center. She was previously the program
director at Chrysler’s employee fitness centers in Newark, Del., Agilent Technologies
in Wilmington, Del., and Campbell’s Soup
WHQ in Camden, N.J.
David A. Bradbury ’99 is a certified alcohol
and drug counselor and a certified DUI
instructor at Lehigh Valley Health Network.
Jason Brubaker ’99 is vice president of
worldwide sales at Distribber, Los Angeles.
Thomas L. Murray, Jr. ’99 has opened a sex
and couples therapy practice in Greensboro,
N.C., after 10 years serving as director of
the University of North Carolina School
of the Arts’ Counseling Center. Murray
is a certified AASECT sex therapist and
licensed marriage and family therapist in
North Carolina and Florida.
Jeffrey Witts ’99 is vice president for NBT
Bank of Norwich, Vt. Witts has more than
20 years of experience in the banking industry,
working in retail banking and as a branch
manager. He is the retail training manager
for the bank’s branch network with more
than 150 locations in six states.

’00s

David Marcolla ’00 joined Addison Wolfe
Real Estate in New Hope.
Tracy Wirth ’00 is commander in the
United States Coast Guard. She has been
stationed in Honolulu, Hawaii, but will be
transferring June 2018 to US Coast Guard
Sector North Carolina in Wilmington, N.C.
She will take over the duties as response
department head where she will be responsible
for search and rescue, law enforcement,
and environmental response for the entire
North Carolina area.
Angela Shoffler Charnosky ’01 is the
director of the Project Management Office
at Geisinger Health System, Danville.

2018 ALUMNI AWARDS HONOREES | The 2018 Alumni Awards honorees were named at a banquet
May 5. Shown from left are: BU tennis coach Martin Coyne ’83 (Distinguished Service Award); former
Ames True Temper President and CEO (retired) Duane Greenly ’72 (William T. Derricott ’66 Volunteer
of the Year Award); Pennsylvania Bar Association Director of Member Services, Elizabeth Swivel ’84
(Distinguished Service Award); family of longtime BU Board of Trustee member, LaRoy “Lee” Davis
’67 (Distinguished Service Award), son Glenn and wife Hedy Davis; President and CEO of the United
Way of Columbia County, Adrienne Mael ’08 (Maroon and Gold Excellence Award).

Lamar Oglesby ’07 is assistant director of
grants and contracts accounting at Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey. Oglesby
is responsible for the financial management
and post-award administration of Rutgers’
research enterprise. Lamar completed
graduate coursework at Temple University
in Educational Leadership — Higher Education,
while also earning a graduate certificate in
Steven Scott ’03 is a marketing instructor
at Bloomsburg University. He teaches Principles Institutional Effectiveness. He is a Certified
Research Administraor, earning the
of Marketing, Advertising Management,
and Retail Management. He previously was profession’s only recognized certification
an instructor at McCann School of Business. from the Research Administrators
Advisory Council.
Michael Sapyta ’04 CFP, CLU, is vice
Edward Pawlak ’07M has joined the
president, Advanced Planning Financial
partnership group at The Hartman Agency,
Services Monitor Worldwide at Highland
Inc., Williamsport. Pawlak is on the Lycoming
Capital Brokerage, Inc. in Amman, Jordan.
County United Way Board, serving on the
Sapyta is a member of the Association for
steering committee as well as the chair of
Advanced Life Underwriting (AALU), the
the Panel III Citizen's Review Board. He
Philadelphia Estate Planning Council, and
also serves on the Hope Enterprises Board
the Financial Planning Association.
of Directors.
Jamie Longazel ’05, associate professor
Alex Lipyanik ’09 is assistant vice president
in The John Jay College of Criminal Justice,
City University of New York (CUNY) lectured and commercial lending officer at QNB
Bank in Quakertown.
on his current book, Undocumented Fears:
Immigration and the Politics of Divide and
Megan Smith Tunon ’09M is a council
Conquer in Hazleton, Pennsylvania at the
member in Etna, Maine.
Liberal Arts symposium in October. A native
of Hazleton, Longazel earned his Ph.D. at the
University of Delaware, where he was the
Outstanding Graduate Student, and began his Ashley Roble Carnuccio ’13 is an enrollment
specialist for Lackawanna College’s Sunbury
career at the University of Dayton.
Center.
Trisha Grace ’06 is director of development
at The Arc of Cumberland & Perry Counties Lauren Ellis ’13 is assistant women’s
basketball coach at Colgate University.
Foundation, Carlisle.
Nicholas James Seier ’01, CPA, CGMA, is
a senior manager at CBIZ MHM, LLC. He
provides financial, asset securitization and due
diligence reviews on collateral/warehouse
lines of credit to the financial services
community, including private equity firms,
hedge funds, and venture capital firms.

’10s

She started coaching as an assistant at
Widener for the 2013-14 season, then
jumped to Salisbury, Md. for two seasons.
Paige Ormont ’13 spoke on "Finding the
Perfect Job" at BU’s Liberal Arts symposium in October 2017. Ormont was a communications studies major, sociology minor and
has been a senior account executive for the
Porter Group in Princeton, N.J. Her talk
addressed how to write a resume, network,
and interviewing techniques.
Kacy Allen ’14M is a senior associate at
The Siegfried Group, LLP, Atlanta, Ga.
Most recently, he was a senior associate at
KPMG, Amstelveen, Netherlands.
Briana Gallagher Button ’14 is community
outreach and social justice programs
coordinator at Kings College in Wilkes-Barre.
She is responsible for individual and group
volunteer efforts, as well as managing the
social justice education programs, such
as Hunger for Justice Week. Button was a
kindergarten teacher from 2015 to 2017 at
Rice Elementary School.
Michael Bryan ’17 has been accepted to the
TAPIF program (Teaching Assistant Program in France). The program is a joint
initiative of the French Ministry of National
Education, and the cultural services division
of the French embassy. A French major at
BU, he has been offered a position to teach
English in Nantes, France, for one semester.

SPRING 2018

27

husky notes

the line up
MARRIAGES
Christopher Peck ’00 & Alicia
Youngblut, Nov. 20, 2017

Colleen Logue ’12 &
Brent Bull, Sept. 14, 2013

Shawna Beyer ’03 & Dave
Latorre ’05/’08M, Jun. 3, 2017

Emily DuBruille ’14 & Aaron
Krause, July 28, 2017

Chris Ashcroft ’07 &
Valerie Herb, Sept. 30, 2017

Erin Long ’14 & Thomas
Machovec ’14, Sept. 24, 2017

Mandie Jordan ’09 & Dustin Brooke Miller ’14 & Adam
Hendricks, Sept. 9, 2017
Blannard ’14, Aug. 25, 2017

Erin Long ’14 to Thomas Machovec ’14

Bloomsburg alumni Erin Long, RN ’14 (Ronkonkoma, N.Y., nursing 2014)
and Thomas Machovec, CPA ’14 (Dallas, accounting 2014) were married
Sept. 24, 2017 on Long Island, N.Y. with fellow alumni in the wedding and
in attendance. Shown from left are: David Arnold, James Gould ’14, Jake
Ribecky ’14, bride Erin Long ’14, groom Thomas Machovec ’14, Joshua
Matz ’17, Geoffrey Matz ’17, and Masy Tincher ’17.

Alex Lipyanik ’09 & Gwendolyn Kasey Jones ’15 & Zachary
Freed, Jun. 6, 2015
Gilbert ’15, Sept. 9, 2017
Brittney D. Parks ’09 & Andre Angela Lewis ’15 & Garrick
M. Robinson ’09, Sept. 8, 2017 Hakanson, Sept. 24, 2017

BIRTHS
Marissa Barrett ’99 and husband Eric Harvilicz, a son,
Cassius Robert, June 15, 2017
Kelly Waugh Bankes ’05 and husband Drew ’03, a son,
Landon Joseph, Oct. 10, 2017
Crystal Litzenbauer Kovacs ’05 and husband Charles ’05,
a son, Christian Michael, Mar. 13, 2017
Hayley Mutter Quigley ’05 and husband Zachary ’06, a
daughter, Tanner May, Aug. 8, 2017
Jamie Ace Bisbing ’07 and husband Shawn, a daughter,
Charlotte Pamela on Sept. 25, 2017
Jessica Corliss Habas ’07 and husband Owen, a daughter,
Teagan Olivia, Sept. 5, 2017
Julie Jakubowski Stone ’07 and husband Ragon, triplets,
Sawyer, Brooks and Graeme, May 25, 2017

Chris Ashcroft ’14 to Valerie Herb

Chris Ashcroft, ’07 was married to Valerie (Herb) Ashcroft on Sept
30, 2017. Bloomsburg alumni at the wedding were, from left, back row:
Eric Nolting ’07, Rob Kulak ’05, Bill Heras ’04/’06, Jarryd Bauder
’07, Mark Malcein 07, Matt Green ’07, Tim Flipovits ’08, Gabe
Hutchinson ’05, Jon Nemeth ’07. Front row: Caroline Scott ’09, Nicole
(Bunting) Bauder ’07, Chris Ashcroft ’07, Valerie Ashcroft, Brittany
(Kleiner) Hoask ’10, Rachael (Bennington) Hutchinson ’08, Jackelyn
(Featherston) Smith ’08.
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Kelly Ziegler Lisachenko ’09 and husband Gregory,
a daughter, Anastasia Lee, May 12, 2017
Kristen Bueki Scheier ’11 and husband Michael ’08,
a daughter, Noelle Sophia, Nov. 24, 2017
Tara Beck McGuire ’11 and husband Ryan, a son,
Brooks Thomas, Sept.1, 2017
Colleen Logue Bull ’12 and husband Brent, a daughter,
Taylor Mackenzie, Feb. 4, 2015 and a son, Brendan Matthew,
June 16, 2017
Curtis Snowden ’16/’18M and wife Devon, adopted a
daughter, Tasha Ann

IN MEMORIAM
LaRoy G. “Lee” Davis

1967 and an M.A. in economics
and sociology from College of New
Bloomsburg’s longest-serving
Jersey
in Trenton in 1972.
trustee, LaRoy G. “Lee” Davis,
Lee
was
awarded two Fulbrightage 73, of Feasterville, died Feb. 28,
Hays
Scholarships
to study abroad;
at Jefferson-Abington Hospice in
in India in 1971 and Egypt in 1974.
Warminster.
He
was a past member of the
Raised in Ashland, Lee was a
Pennsylvania
Council for the Social
resident of Feasterville for 45 years.
Studies
and
the
World Affairs Council.
He served as a teacher at Bensalem
Lee was a former legislative aide and
High School, retiring in 1999 after
education adviser for former state
33 years of service.
Sen. H. Craig Lewis, D-6th District,
A past member of the Bloomsburg
and
a former legislative aide for
University’s Council of Trustees,
former state Rep. Edward Burns,
Lee served for 37 years, the second
R-18th District.
longest serving trustee in the
He is survived by his wife Hedy
Wolf.
He
represented
BU
on
the
Pennsylvania System of Higher
Fuchs
Davis, a son Glenn J. Davis
Pennsylvania Association of Council
Education. First appointed in 1979
and his daughter-in-law Amy, sisters
of Trustees.
by Gov. Richard Thornburgh, he
June Brenneman and Lynn Davis
He
earned
a
B.S.
in
comprehensive
served every succeeding governor
(Sandra)
and grandson Grayson Davis.
social
sciences
from
Bloomsburg
in
including current Gov. Tom

OBITUARIES
Richard Nolan ’39
Stella Williams Grant ’44
Betty Burnham Rosell ’45
Eileen Falvey McGovern ’46
Dorothy Hornberger Rhodes ’47
Rose Marie Kraiser Schieber ’48
Margaret Suchy Baron ’49
Wayne Von Stetten ’50
Jacob Dailey ’52
George A. Smith, Sr. ’52
Mary Lou Krunkosky ’53
Rudolph Holtzman ’55
Harvey C. Boughner ’56
William Harrell ’57
Donald Hutchinson ’57
Joseph Barros ’58
Wilbur Frable ’59
Mary Pomes Hess ’59
Ruth Davis Ritter ’59
Sylvester Schicatano ’59
Donald Straub ’59

Emma Kovalevich Traher ’59
Daniel Fegley ’60
Michael Wisdo ’61
Gloria Gilbert Boyer ’62
Thomas Foley ’62
Patricia Hetzendorf ’62
Gary Fallon’63
James Diehl ’64
Joan Dahlhausen Fattorini ’64
Richard Greenly ’64
Karen Nespoli Lylo ’64
Robert Wiest ’64
Edward Beck ’65
Mary McCord ’66
Sandra Ryan Olson ’66
LaRoy Davis ’67
Richard Greco ’67
Donna Morgan Rhodes ’67
Barbara Schall James ’69
I. Ray Kline ’69

Michael Smith ’69
David Kozma ’70
Karl Kramer ’70
Kenneth Solomon ’70
K. Vicki Gross Sproesser ’70
Ronald Cianni ’71
David Homa ’71
William Leitzel ’71
Edward Thompson ’71
Marijean Gattelli Vlassenko ’71
Jackie Scheuren-Klees ’72
Martin Kleiner ’73
John Zalesak ’73
Joseph Kempski ’74
Michael Warfel ’74
Mary Goodenow ’75
Mary Bowersox ’76
Patricia Yost Essip ’78
Carole Ackerman ’79
Donna Beaver ’79

Scott Findlay ’79
Thomas Portanova ’79
Marion Smith ’79
Frank Coll ’81
Harold Egli ’82
John Hancock ’83
Barbara Sibson ’83
Harriet Yeager Blank ’84
Mark Bonshak ’86
Diane Alexander Stone Kent ’92
Nancy Anthony ’94
Matthew Fidler ’94
Mary LaCrosse ’94
Ryan Yanoshak ’03
Pamela Collier ’06
David Rute ’07
Jacee Bell ’09
Thomas Lebeau ’12
Derek Day ’16
Curtis Harris ’16
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sports

A Bond Built on Baseball
By David Leisering, Interim Sports Information Director

Austin Edgette and 9-year-old ThomasJames (TJ) Skinner watch a fireworks display.

BASEBALL HEROES DON’T HAVE TO PLAY in the
major leagues. Just ask 9-year-old Thomas-James (TJ)
Skinner.
This story begins in Fayetteville, N.C., in the summer
of 2017 when BU outfielder Austin Edgette, Exton, was
playing for the Fayetteville Swamp Dogs in the Coastal
Plains League.
TJ, who lives in nearby Hope Mills, N.C., was at the
game for his team’s postseason banquet. It was his first
season of playing “regular” baseball. TJ has autism and,
until then, had only played Buddy Baseball — a sports
program for special needs children.
Edgette was the first player TJ noticed at the game
because he happened to wear the same number, four,
and was also an outfielder.
TJ really wanted Edgette to sign his bat. “I told him
to go ask and he shook his head no,” says Kathleen Skinner,
TJ’s mother. “Speaking to people on his own is a very big
hurdle for him.” But a few minutes later TJ returned
30

BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

and excitedly told his mother all about Edgette. “After the
game, I thanked Austin for taking a few minutes
and why it meant so much that TJ had talked to him.”
TJ and his mother went to another Swamp Dogs’
game days later and Edgette again made it a point to
talk with TJ. The boy was ecstatic.
“His mom told me that TJ is often excluded and
bullied due to his autism,” says Edgette. “I made it
a point to become friends with him because I hate
bullying and nobody should be excluded for something
they have no control over.”
They have become fast friends. Before Swamp Dogs
home games, TJ and Edgette play catch and say a prayer.
One night the team held a fireworks night. TJ is afraid of
loud noises but wanted to face his fears with his friend,
so the two of them watched together on the field.
“Austin appreciates TJ for who he is. They text and
talk on the phone each week,” says Skinner. “Austin
wants to see how he is doing in school and his practices.
Austin is so supportive and caring that TJ is able to be
himself. The friendship helped bring out TJ’s personality.”
TJ drew his own Edgette number four jersey to wear
to school. That was until Christmas when BU head
coach Mike Collins surprised TJ with his very own
Edgette jersey and BU hat.
In January, TJ and his mother turned the tables and
surprised the team by coming to Bloomsburg for the
Huskies winter baseball camp. “They couldn’t believe that
he would make such a long trip just for baseball camp,” says
Skinner. “But, it wasn’t about the camp — it was about
learning and playing baseball with his best friend.”
Several months later, the Huskies made their spring
trip to Wilson, N.C. — a short trip for TJ and his
mother. They were at every game, with TJ serving as
the team’s bat boy. “I was hoping Coach would ask me
since I already had my batting helmet in the van,” jokes
TJ, who calls the team his “Husky family.” In turn, the
team has dubbed him “the littlest Husky.”
“Playing baseball gives me a platform to use for
something greater than just the game,” says Edgette. “I
help him find purpose, I help him feel special, and in
return I get a loving, funny, and great friend.”

TJ Skinner with the Huskies in North Carolina during spring break.

“I feel completely blessed by their relationship.
Austin has reached a part of TJ that, as his
mother, I can’t reach,” says Skinner. “Austin
has bolstered his confidence, his personality,
and his passion. Austin doesn’t allow him to use
his autism as an excuse. He gives TJ room to be
himself but holds him to the standard that even if
he doesn’t succeed, at least he can always say that
he gave it his best effort. And, as a parent, that is
an important lesson for any child to learn.”
“TJ’s relationship with Austin is wonderful, but
it’s hardly a surprise,” says Collins. “Our studentathletes love baseball and sharing their passion
for the game with kids is very natural for them.
We get as much from him as he does from us.”
“Our guys understand we are a small part of
a greater whole and we have a responsibility
to support everyone around us,” says Collins.
“When people speak about Huskies baseball, I
hope they talk of our victories, but we have failed
if that’s all they talk about.”
“I really like being best friends with Austin,”
says TJ. “He’s nice and funny and is always there
for me — even when I’m sad. He helps bring me
up. He is my best friend for life.”
David Leisering is interim sports information director.

Austin Edgette and TJ Skinner share a hug after camp.

Austin Edgette and TJ
Skinner pray before a
Swamp Dogs game.
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Bloomsburg Announces Apparel
Deal with Under Armour
GLOBAL APPAREL MANUFACTURER Under
Armour has entered into a five-partnership with BU to
be the official outfitter of the Huskies’ 21 NCAA varsity
athletic programs.
“We have taken significant steps to grow the BU Husky
brand and take pride in partnering with the industry
leader Under Armour,” says athletics director Michael
McFarland. “Our collaborative partnership with Under
Armour affiliates us with a successful and powerful
leader in athletic apparel. Our student-athletes and staff
will benefit greatly from this partnership.”
As part of the five-year agreement with options for
renewal in subsequent years, Under Armour will provide
on-field and training gear for Bloomsburg’s 21 varsity sports.
Additionally, Under Armour will outfit members of the
athletic department including coaches and staff. Teams
are expected to be fully compliant beginning in 2018-19.

Wheelan Named Head
Men’s Soccer Coach
DANNY WHEELAN ’14M has
returned to Bloomsburg as the
new head men's soccer coach,
after four seasons as assistant
coach for the women's soccer
program at Barry University in
Florida. Wheelan replaces Paul
Payne, BU’s all-time winningest
coach, who retired at the end of
the 2018 season.
Wheelan served as Payne’s graduate assistant coach
in 2012 and 2013 while also serving in the same capacity
for the women’s soccer program in 2012. He completed
his Master of Business Administration degree from BU
in the summer of 2014.
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Mortellite Becomes Men’s
Basketball All-Time Leading Scorer
IT WAS A HISTORIC SEASON for men’s basketball
standout Christian Mortellite ’18. On a layup against
Kutztown at the Nelson Field House on Jan. 31, he
became the program’s all-time leading scorer when he
surpassed Mike Ellzy’s 1993–97 record of 1,911 points.
Then on Feb. 10, Mortellite became just the eighth
player in Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference
(PSAC) history to record 300 career three-pointers.
Finally on Feb. 21, he became just the 12th player in
PSAC history to record 2,000 career points.
Mortellite finished his career with 2,037 career points —
ninth on the PSAC’s all-time scoring list, while his 314
career three-pointers put him in a tie for sixth in league
history. Mortellite earned All-PSAC East First Team
honors for the third consecutive season, joining Ellzy
as the only two players in program history to earn the
honor in three straight years.
Mortellite departs as the program’s record-holder in
eight categories, including most career points (2,037),
most points in a season (613), most three-pointers in
a season (110), most career three-pointers made (314),
most career free throws made (441), most three-point
attempts in a season (255), and most career three-point
attempts (751). He also broke the school-record for highest
career free throw percentage at 88.7% (441-of-497).

Coyne Announces Retirement Following 2018-19 Season

Marty Coyne, head coach,
men’s and women’s tennis

HEAD MEN’S AND WOMEN’S TENNIS
COACH Marty Coyne ’83 has announced
that he will retire from the position after the
conclusion of the 2018-19 spring tennis season.
Coyne is in his 25th season as the head
coach of the men’s program and 23rd season
coaching the women’s squad. Between the
two programs, Coyne has 561 victories.
“I never wanted to stay too long and got to
the point where I felt like I was burned out
and not willing to give that energy and effort
to the teams,” says Coyne. “We are at a point
right now where I feel like it is a comfortable
spot to turn it over to a new coach.”
Coyne has led the BU tennis teams to 29
NCAA Division II Championship appearances,
16 Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference

(PSAC) team titles, 55 PSAC singles
champions, and 21 PSAC doubles champions.
He is a 14-time PSAC Coach of the Year
award winner and an ITA Regional Coach of
the Year recipient four times.
A former player at Bloomsburg, Coyne
holds the distinction as being the only
person to win PSAC titles as both a player
and as a coach. He posted a career singles
record of 112-29 and is one of only three
players in PSAC history to win singles,
doubles, and team championships in each
of his four seasons. In 1998, Coyne was
inducted into the BU Athletic Hall of Fame
and then, in 2013, became a member of the
United States Tennis Association Middle
States Hall of Fame.

All-American Honors for Winter Athletes
JUNIOR KIRSTEN O’MALLEY of
the indoor track and field team earned
her first collegiate All-American
honor when she finished 10th in the
triple jump at the 2018 NCAA Division
II Indoor National Championships
in March. She became just the second
indoor All-American in program
history as she joined two-time long
jump All-American Kaylee Caruso.
O’Malley’s best mark of 12.12 meters
at the championships broke her own
school record of 12.06 meters she set
earlier in the season.
Kirsten O’Malley

In the pool, redshirt senior Nikki
Young ’18 earned a pair of AllAmerican honors at the 2018 NCAA
Division II National Championships
finishing sixth-place in the 100-yard
breaststroke and 12th in the 200-yard
breaststroke. Young broke the school
record in both events, posting a time
of 1:01.58 in the 100 and 2:16.54 in the
200. She wraps up her career as a
three-time All-American.
On the men’s side, senior Sam
Feiser became the program’s first
athlete to earn the Athlete of the
Nikki Young

Meet Award at the 2018 PSAC
Championships in February.
Competing in seven events he earned
seven titles at the conference meet.
He went on to participate at the
NCAA D-II Championships and
earned All-American status as
part of the 200-yard freestyle
relay team (along with senior Josh
Grzech, sophomore Colin Bauer
and freshman Collin Hummel) that
placed 16th overall. He wraps up his
career as an eight-time All-American
and a 16-time PSAC champion.
Sam Feiser

SPRING 2018

33

then AND now

The Normal School Library in 1916,
still little more than a study hall.

Andruss Library:
Heart of the University
By Robert Dunkelberger

later called Waller Hall. The first
formal library was filled with standard
works of fiction, history and reference
books, newspapers, and periodicals.
Five years later, the first professionally
trained librarian was hired.
The library remained in the dormitory
for 76 years, expanding as new space
became available. It moved to the
second floor in 1908 and then back
to the first 50 years later, into space
formerly occupied by the dining room.
Originally little more than a study
hall with desks surrounded by books,
a 1921 remodel gave it the look of
The remodeled Waller Hall Library, 1938
a standard library. Even though its
final location in Waller Hall provided
WHEN BLOOMSBURG’S SECOND holdings had more than doubled.
Harvey A. Andruss Library opened
The growth of Bloomsburg’s library seating for more than 100 students and
20 years ago, the new building was
collections and spaces is a barometer room for the collections, enrollment
projections of 3,000 students by 1970
desperately needed to house more
that traces the transformation of
meant a separate library building
books.
Bloomsburg University in its history
was desperately needed. Funding
The former library, now the
in size, mission and technological
was provided, and the 1957 master plan
Warren Student Services Center, was sophistication.
bursting. Designed in the 1960s to
Bloomsburg’s library history began placed the building on the baseball
diamond and athletic field.
hold 200,000 volumes and seat 750
in 1890. The book collections of two
That library was built at a cost
students, in the ensuing decades both literary societies were merged in a
the university’s enrollment and library room on the first floor of the dormitory, of $1.1 million and opened on Sept.
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14, 1966. Featuring a large central
reading area in the atrium, the
building's size and location were
primed to support the research
needs of a growing college. Dedicated
Oct. 12, 1967, it was named for
longtime president Harvey A.
Andruss, who called the library “the
heart of the college.”
As time went by and an aggressive
acquisition campaign brought in
new materials, study tables in the
central reading area began to be
replaced with tables holding
periodical indexes. In the early
1990s, Andruss Library responded to
advances in information technology
by providing students and faculty
with an automated public catalog
and computers which accessed
databases through CD-ROMs and
the internet. Originally accessible
only in the library, eventually
research could be conducted from
anywhere on campus.
The size of the collections, combined
with the rapid growth of the college
into the 1970s, filled the building,
and by the 1980s a new library was
imperative. Beginning in 1986, it
became the top priority in the
university’s capital budget request
to the State System, with the project
approved for design in 1992.

While the state
would eventually
allocate $7.125 million
for the building, the
university had to raise
nearly $3.5 million.
A campaign, A
Treasury of Ideas,
The dedication of the new Harvey A. Andruss Library, Sept. 11, 1998.
launched in 1993 and,
Seen here are President Jessica Kozloff, Lt. Governor Mark Schweiker,
due to the generosity
and Chancellor and former Bloomsburg President James McCormick.
of more than 8,000
individuals, the
and off campus. The online catalog of
goal was reached
thousands of e-books, web-accessible
within a year. Thanks to the efforts
databases with content from more
of 1975 Bloomsburg alumnus
than 50,000 journal titles, and digitized
and Pennsylvania Lt. Gov. Mark
historical publications from the
Schweiker, the state’s share was
university and community, is accessible
released in the fall of 1995 and
from any place with an internet
construction began the following
connection.
spring on the site of the softball field
Even as the digital capabilities of
near the Waller Administration
the
library increased, the importance
Building. The new library opened
of the human element has become
on May 26, 1998, with 105,000
greater.
square feet, seating for 900, 20 group
The new Andruss Library has
study rooms, a computer classroom
transformed
into a place for students
for library instruction, nearly 200
to come together and work
computers, and room for 400,000
books and other collections, including collaboratively, to grab a cup of
coffee, or enjoy one of the library’s
the University Archives. Schweiker
exhibits of art and artifacts. And
was the featured speaker for the
for students navigating an ocean
dedication Sept. 11, 1998.
of global information, the research
In the ensuing 20 years, the library
has continued to expand its resources skills of an experienced librarian are
more important than ever.
and make them accessible both on

The west side of Andruss Library, with the priceless Tiffany windows, 1972; Right, top: The reading room
in 1979, as the collections began to take over study space; Right, bottom: The first computers used to
access library databases, 1993.
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calendar

Activities and Events

FALL 2018

ART EXHIBITS

CONCERTS

Classes Begin

Selected Student Show

Fall Choral Festival

Faculty (Summer Show)

Percussion Ensemble

Monday, Aug. 27

Labor Day —
No Classes

Monday, Sept. 3

Reading Day

Tuesday, Nov. 20

Thanksgiving Break

Wednesday, Nov. 21,
through Sunday, Nov. 25

Classes End

Friday, Dec. 7

Finals Week

Monday, Dec. 10,
through Friday, Dec. 14

Graduate
Commencement
Friday, Dec. 14

Undergraduate
Commencement
Saturday, Dec. 15

ALUMNI &
SPECIAL EVENTS
Visit bloomualumni.com
for details on these and
additional events or to
register. For information,
contact Alumni Affairs at
800-526-0254 or
alum@bloomu.edu.

The Gallery at Greenly Center
Through July 18
Haas Center Gallery of Art
May 31 — Sept. 18
Reception: Sep. 18, 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Summer/Fall Show —
Blaine Cooper

The Gallery at Greenly Center
July 19 — Sept. 27

Carver Hall, Kenneth S. Gross Auditorium
Sunday, Oct. 14, 2:30 p.m.

Haas Center for the Arts, Mitrani Hall
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 7:30 p.m.

Wind Ensemble

Haas Center for the Arts, Mitrani Hall
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m.

Charisse Baldoria, piano and voice recital

THEATRE

Carver Hall, Kenneth S. Gross Auditorium
Thursday, Nov. 15, 7:30 p.m.

The Importance of Being Ernest
by Oscar Wilde

University-Community Orchestra

Alvina Krause Theatre
Center Street, Bloomsburg
Oct. 31 to Nov. 4

Haas Center for the Arts, Mitrani Hall
Sunday, Nov. 18, 2:30 p.m.

Jazz Ensemble

Carver Hall, Kenneth S. Gross Auditorium
Monday, Nov. 29, 7:30 p.m.

Guitar Ensemble

Carver Hall, Kenneth S. Gross Auditorium
Wednesday, Dec. 5, 7:30 p.m.
Alan Poltorak ’17 is a wizard of the piano keyboard
and the recording soundboard. The December
graduate in music has both played Carnegie Hall
in New York City, engineered an album and recently
accompanied the BU Jazz Ensemble on their
tour of Germany and Czechoslovakia.
Read more about his story
at bloomu.edu/music.

Homecoming Weekend

Parents and
Family Weekend
Friday, Oct. 12,
through Sunday,
Oct. 14

For
the latest information on upcoming events, check the Bloomsburg University website bloomu.edu/events.
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Saturday and Sunday,
Oct. 6 and 7

Wherever summer takes you,
take a bit of BU with you.

NOW IN STOCK: Insignia totes, cooler bags, beach towels and summer apparel.
THE UNIVERSITY STORE

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK.

SEE BLOOMUSTORE.COM
400 East Second Street
FOR THIS WEEK’S HOURS
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
General Information: 570-389-4175 AND TO SHOP ONLINE.
Customer Service: 570-389-4180
bustore@bloomu.edu

BLOOMUSTORE.COM
SPRING 2018
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1011050113
Office of Marketing and Communications
400 East Second Street
Bloomsburg, PA 17815-1301

G R A D U AT E S T U D I E S
More than 17
Master's Level Programs

7 Certification
Programs

Doctoral Programs in
Audiology and Nursing

Take the next step.
BU's graduate programs cover a wide range of disciplines from clinical athletic
training to business administration to special education, as well as emerging
career fields like instructional technology and community health specialization.

LEARN MORE:

bloomu.edu/gradschool
A NOTE TO PARENTS

If this issue of Bloomsburg: The University Magazine is
addressed to a daughter or son who has established a
separate residence, please notify us of that new
address by sending an email to: magazine@bloomu.edu
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WANT TO UNSUBSCRIBE?

If you no longer wish to receive the print edition
of the magazine, please notify us by sending
an email to: magazine@bloomu.edu

RECEIVING DUPLICATE COPIES?
If you are receiving more than one copy of
Bloomsburg: The University Magazine, please forward
the mailing label panel from each issue you receive to:
Bloomsburg: The University Magazine
Waller Administration Building
400 East Second Street
Bloomsburg, PA 17815-1301

