
W-8 Selection 
Process

US Person? Form W-9

Effectively 
Connected Income

to a Trade or 
Business in US

ECI?

Foreign Gov’t 
Foreign NFP

Other Foreign Org.

Claiming 
Exemption as 1 of 

these org.?

W-8EXP
Parts I – III

Must meet IRS 
criteria including 

registration w/ IRS

Foreign 
Intermediary

Accepting payment 
on behalf of another

W-8ECI
Parts I & II

Must have US TIN 
and Physical 

Location in US

FFI?Is Payee B/O
of the payments? Beneficial Owner

Treaty Benefits Claiming Treaty 
Benefits?

W-8BEN
Parts I & IV

Individual/ 
Independent Services 

or Entity?

Individual: 
W-8BEN & Form 8233

Parts I  – III 
Must have US TIN

Entity: 
W-8BEN parts I  – IV 

Must have US TIN

W-8IMY
Class - Parts I &

Qualified I  - II
Non-qualified - III
US Branch Foreign Bank/ Inst. - IV
W/H Foreign Psp/Trust - V
Non W/H Foreign Psp. Simple VI

Trust, Grantor trust -

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO

YES

Which W-8?Rev: 2/25/2014


