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Department of Environmental, Geographical and Geological Sciences 
400 E. 2nd Street   Bloomsburg, PA 17815 
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POSITION: Professor of Environmental, Geographical, and Geological Sciences 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
2005 Ph.D., Geography, University of Kentucky 

Dissertation: Environmental Pragmatism and the Preservation of Wildness: the Case of Grizzly Bear 
Reintroduction in Idaho 

1998  M.S., Geography, University of Idaho 
Thesis: Public Lands, Migration and High Amenity Landscapes in the Northwest United States 

1988 B.S., Geography, Florida State University 

ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT: 

2016-PRESENT Professor of Environmental, Geographical and Geological Sciences, Bloomsburg University 

2010-PRESENT Associate Professor of Environmental, Geographical and Geological Sciences,* Bloomsburg 
University (*department was renamed in 2010) 

2005-2010 Assistant Professor of Geography and Geosciences, Bloomsburg University 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH SPECIALTIES/INTERESTS: 

• Environmental Geography: 
o Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems Planning 
o Protected Lands Networks and Management 
o Environmental Ethics & Human-Animal Relations 
o Political Ecology 

 
• Geographic Research Methodologies: 

o Archival and Document Research 
o Qualitative Methods (focus groups, interviews, surveys, content analysis) 
o Thematic Mapping 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

Bloomsburg University:  
Environmental Issues and Choices (EGGS 105) 
World Regional Geography (EGGS 104) 
World Cultural Geography (EGGS 102) 
Land Resources Management (EGGS 302) 
Sustainable Food Systems (EGGS 351) 
US Public Lands: Geography, Politics, and Management (EGGS 386) 
Principles of Geographic Information Systems I (EGGS 360) 
Special Topics: Global Climate Change (EGGS 390) 
Independent Study (EGGS 475) 
Internship in Geography (EGGS 497) 

 

University of Kentucky: 
Earth’s Physical Environment (GEO 130) 
Regional Geography of the World (GEO 150) 
Lands and People of the Non-Western World (GEO 160) 

  



ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP: 

BOOKS: 

2014 Environment and Society: A Critical Introduction, Second Edition. Second author, with Paul 
Robbins and Sarah Moore. (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell). 

2010 Environment and Society: A Critical Introduction, First Edition. Second author, with Paul 
Robbins and Sarah Moore. (Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell). 

JOURNAL ARTICLES PUBLISHED: 

2012 “R.I.P. “Nature”? A Pragmatist Critique of First-Generation Nature Constructivism,” Middle 
States Geographer 45, p. 67-75. 

2008 “‘We should put our bears in the hands of experts’: three explanatory cuts at an uncritical 
embrace of scientific authority,” Middle States Geographer 41, p. 27-35.  

2007  “Some Political Problems for Rewilding Nature,” Ethics, Place and Environment 10(2), p. 177-
192. 

2007  “Response to Woods: On with the debate (but let’s be careful with those swords),” Ethics, Place 
and Environment 10(2), p. 208-216. 

2003 “Grizzly Conservation and the Nature of Essentialist Politics,” Capitalism, Nature, Socialism 
15(4), p. 140-162. 

REFEREED BOOK CHAPTERS: 

2018 “Environmental Geography,” in Noel Castree, Mike Hulme, and James Proctor (editors),  
Companion to Environmental Studies (New York: Routledge).  

2007 Five entries: “Berry, Wendell”; “Deep ecology”; “Discourse”; “Pragmatism,” “Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SDWA - U.S. – 1974)”; in Paul Robbins (ed.) Encyclopedia of Society and 
Environment (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage).  

2005 “The Role of Wilderness and Public Land Amenities in Explaining Migration and Rural 
Development in the American Northwest,” in Gary Green (editor), Amenities and Rural 
Development: Theory, Methods, and Public Policy (Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar). Christy 
Dearien, Gundars Rudzitis and John Hintz. 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS: 

2006  “Grizzly Bear Reintroduction in Idaho, or, It isn’t Just the Bitterroot Ecosystem,” Pennsylvania 
Geographical Society, Proceedings of Annual Meeting 13, p. 8-9.  

BOOK REVIEWS IN REFEREED JOURNALS: 

2018 Review of Ashley Dawson, 2016. Extinction: A Radical History. New York: O/R Books, 2016; in 
AAG Review of Books 6(4).  

2015 Review of George Wuerthner, Eileen Crist, and Tom Butler (editors), 2015. Protecting the Wild: 
Parks and Wilderness, the Foundation for Conservation. Washington: Island, 2015; in Ecology 
96(12).  

2005 Review of Shepard Krech, John Robert McNeill, and Carolyn Merchant (editors), 2002. 
Encyclopedia of World Environmental History. New York: Routledge, 2002; in Cultural 
Geographies 12(1). 

2003 Review of Val Plumwood, 2002. Environmental Culture: The Ecological Crisis of Reason. New 
York: Routledge; in Human Ecology Review 10(1), p. 77-79. 



CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS: 

2019  “Simple Classroom Tools for Sophisticated Ideas: Sustainable Agricultural Soils as Renewable 
Resources,” poster presented at the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. 
Washington, DC. 

2018  “Break up the Farms!,” paper presented at the Association of American Geographers Annual 
Meeting. New Orleans, LA. 

2017  “Teaching Sustainability: Methods and Lessons from the Bloomsburg University Outdoor 
Classroom,” poster presented at the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. 
Boston, MA. 

2015   “Geography, Sustainability and the Green Campus,” panel presentation at the Association of 
American Geographers Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL.  

2014   “Geographical Research on the Fracking Frontier: Understanding the social and environmental 
dimensions of developing shale fossil fuels,” panel presentation at the Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting. Tampa, FL.  

2013 “Being Pragmatic about American Gas: Energy Security, Unconventional Fuels, and 
Environmental Politics,” paper presented at the Association of American Geographers Annual 
Meeting. Los Angeles, CA.  

2012 “Gas Springs Eternal: The Marcellus Shale and Pennsylvania’s Unconventional Future,” paper 
presented at the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. New York.  

2011 “The Forest and the Fracker: Searching for Politics against Stealth Technics,” paper presented at 
the Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. Seattle, WA.  

2010 “Rushing to Riches: Nature in Crisis and the Marcellus Shale,” Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting. Washington, DC. 

2009 “Working for Industry: The Nuclear Fuel Chain and the Limits of Anti-nuclear Activism,” 
Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. Las Vegas, NV. 

2009 “Existing Energy Sources and Energy Alternatives,” Bloomsburg University Teach-In on 
Global Warming. Bloomsburg, PA. 

2007 “Undermining Environmental Justice: the Case of Uranium Enrichment in New Mexico,” 
Fifth International Conference of Critical Geography. Mumbai, India. 

2007 “No Nature, No Injustice: How the Nuclear Industry Found a New Home in New Mexico,” 
New England/St. Lawrence Valley Division of the Association of American Geographers 
Annual Meeting. New Haven, CT. 

2007 “Endorsing Nature: A Pragmatist Alternative to Discourse Analysis,” Association of 
American Geographers Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA. 

2006 “East Teaches West? Public Lands Ubiquity and the Limits of Wilderness 
Environmentalism,” New England/St. Lawrence Division of the Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting. Burlington, VT. 

2006 “Environmental Politics and Public Lands,” invited panel presentation. Panel Chair: David 
Havlick. Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. 

2005 “Grizzly Reintroduction in Idaho, or, It isn’t Just the Bitterroot Ecosystem,” Pennsylvania 
Geographical Society Annual Meeting. Greensburg, PA. 

2005 “The Polarization of Carnivore Conservation,” Association of American Geographers 
Annual Meeting. Denver, CO. 

2004 “Some Political Problems for Rewilding Nature,” East Lakes Division of the Association of 
American Geographers (ELDAAG) Annual Meeting. Athens, OH. 

 
2004 The Role of Wilderness and Public Land Amenities in Explaining Migration and Development 



in the American Northwest,” Amenities and Rural Community Development (invited paper). 
Madison. (co-authored by Gundars Rudzitis and Christy Dearien. Paper presented by Rudzitis) 

2004 “The ‘Conservation Biology Alternative’ to Grizzly Recovery in Idaho: a sympathetic 
critique,” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA. 

2003 “Political Ecology and Environmentalism: Considering Poststructuralist Barricades and 
Pragmatist Bridges,” Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting. New Orleans, 
LA. 

2002 “Bringing the Bears Back In: from Discourse to Pragmatism,” Southeast Division of the 
Association of American Geographers (SEDAAG) Annual Meeting. Richmond, VA. 
(Refereed paper selections) 

2002 “The Production of the Wild?: Politics, Economy, and Grizzly Conservation,” Association of 
American Geographers Annual Meeting. Los Angeles, CA. 

2001 “‘Save Our Dams’?: Salmon and Barging in Lewiston, Idaho,” Association of American 
Geographers Annual Meeting. New York City. 

1999 “Creating a Dual-Format Fieldwork Atlas for the Nez Perce Tribe Natural Resources 
Department,” Intertribal GIS Annual Meeting. Pendleton, OR. 

REFEREED NON-CONFERENCE PAPER PRESENTATIONS 

2012 “Gas Springs Eternal: The Marcellus Shale and Pennsylvania’s Unconventional Future,” 
Bloomsburg University Institute for Culture and Society Lecture Series. Bloomsburg, PA. 

GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS: 

2013 $46,000 awarded: “The Bloomsburg University Sustainable Food Systems Outdoor 
Classroom.” Bloomsburg University 2013-2014 Presidential Strategic Planning Grant. 

2010 25% Alternate workload reassignment for proposal: “Social and Environmental Impacts of 
Marcellus Shale Gas Extraction in the Fishing Creek Watershed.” One course workload 
reduction for fall semester, 2010. Bloomsburg University. 

2007-2008 Outstanding Faculty Award, College of Science and Technology, Bloomsburg University 

2008 25% Alternate workload reassignment for proposal: “Writing a textbook: Society and 
Environment: A Critical Introduction.” One course workload reduction for spring 
semester, 2008. Bloomsburg University. 

2006 $5,582 “New Mexico's Uranium Renaissance: Emerging Resource Geographies and the 
Limits of Environmental Justice,” Bloomsburg University Special Projects in Academic 
Affairs 

2005-present Faculty Professional Development Travel Award, for conference participation, 
Bloomsburg University 

2004-5 $16,000 Dissertation Year Fellowship, University of Kentucky 

2004 $500 Enrichment Award for Recruiting Distinguished Scholar Participation in the Annual 
Meeting, Association of American Geographers 

2003 $3,000 Dissertation Enhancement Research Award, University of Kentucky 

2001-2005 Graduate Student Support Award, University of Kentucky 

2000-2001 $5,000 Kentucky Opportunity Fellowship, University of Kentucky 

2000-2001 $10,000 Graduate Fellowship, University of Kentucky Transportation Center 

DIRECTED RESEARCH EXPERIENCE: 
 2000-2001 Research Fellow, University of Kentucky Transportation Center 



1995-1996 Research Associate, University of Idaho, funded through National Education Association 
grant: “Amenities and Rural Development in the Intermountain West.” 

 

NON-ACADEMIC PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT: 

1997-2000 GIS Analyst/System Administrator, Nez Perce Tribe, Lapwai, ID 

1996-1997 GIS Analyst, Waggoner Engineering, Inc., Jackson, MS 
 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: 

1999 – present Association of American Geographers 
2005 – present Middle States Division: Association of American Geographers 
2015 – present Pennsylvania Geographical Society 
2007 – 2011 International Association for Society and Natural Resources 

2007 – 2012 Society for Conservation GIS 
2001 – 2004 Southeast Division: Association of American Geographers 

HONORS INDEPENDENT STUDY THESIS SUPERVISION: 

2015: Karen Wilwol (EGGS: Geography and Planning), “The Relationship between Spatial 
Familiarity and Wayfinding with Mobile Devices.” 

 
2013: Matt Hess (EGGS: Geography and Planning), “The Influences of Socioeconomic Factors 

on the Location of Drilling Sites in the Marcellus Shale Region of Pennsylvania.” 
 

ACADEMIC SERVICE: 
 

MANUSCRIPT, BOOK, AND RESEARCH PROPOSAL REVIEW WORK 

2005-present Manuscripts reviewed for the following journals: 

• GeoForum  

• Journal of Geography  

• Middle States Geographer  

• Capitalism, Nature, Socialism  

• Landscape and Urban Planning 

• The Professional Geographer 

2015 Selected to review research proposals for the PASSHE system-wide Faculty Professional Development 
grants. 

2014 Invited book review completed for the following book proposal: 

Peter Newell and J. Timmons Roberts, Editors, The Globalization and Environment Reader (Wiley-Blackwell, 
Malden, MA) 

2009 Invited book review completed for the following book proposal: 
Govatski, Richard, and Christopher Johnson, Forests for the People: The Story of America’s Eastern National 
Forests (Island Press: Washington, DC) 

 
BLOOMSBURG UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE SERVICE 2005-PRESENT 

 

Environmental, Geographical, and Geological Sciences Departmental Committee Service: 
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2019-2020 Budget Committee (Chairperson); Curriculum/Assessment Committee 

2018-2019 Budget Committee (Chairperson); Sabbatical Committee; Temporary Pool Search 
Committee; Curriculum/Assessment Committee, Observation and Evaluation Committee 

2017-2018 Budget Committee (Chairperson); Sabbatical Committee; Temporary Pool Search 
Committee; Curriculum/Assessment Committee, Observation and Evaluation Committee 

2016-2017 Budget Committee (Chairperson); Sabbatical Committee; Temporary Pool Search 
Committee; Curriculum/Assessment Committee, Observation and Evaluation Committee 

2015-2016 Budget Committee (Chairperson); Sabbatical Committee; Temporary Pool Search 
Committee; Curriculum/Assessment Committee, Observation and Evaluation Committee 

2014-2015 Budget Committee (Chairperson); Sabbatical Committee; Temporary Pool Search 
Committee 

2013-2014 Curriculum Committee; Budget Committee (Chairperson); Sabbatical Committee; 
Technology Committee; Tenure Committee (Chairperson) Observation and Evaluation 
Committee; Search and Screen: Tenure track GIS/Remote Sensing faculty position 
(Chairperson) 

2012-2013 Curriculum Committee; Budget Committee (Chairperson); Technology Committee; Tenure 
Committee (Chairperson) Observation and Evaluation Committee (Spring only); Temporary 
Pool Search Committee; Search and Screen: Tenure track cartography position 

2011-2012 Curriculum Committee; Budget Committee; Technology Committee; Temporary Faculty 
Pool Search Committee (Chairperson); Tenure Committee (Chairperson); Promotion 
Committee; Observation and Evaluation Committee; Search and Screen (two positions): 1) 
Temporary (full time, one year) cartography position (chairperson), 2) Tenure track resource 
conservation position; EGGS Departmental Representative to APSCUF 

2010-2011 Geography Curriculum Committee (chairperson); Budget Committee; Technology 
Committee; Temporary Faculty Pool Search Committee; Tenure Committee; Promotion 
Committee; Observation and Evaluation Committee; EGGS Departmental Representative to 
APSCUF 

2009-2010 Geography Curriculum Committee (chairperson); Budget Committee; Technology 
Committee; Temporary Faculty Pool Search Committee; Sabbatical Committee; 
Department of Geography and Geosciences, Bloomsburg University; Geography and 
Geosciences Representative to APSCUF 

2008-2009 Geography Curriculum Committee; Budget Committee; Technology Committee; 
Temporary Faculty Pool Search Committee; Sabbatical Committee; Department of 
Geography and Geosciences, Bloomsburg University; Geography and Geosciences 
Representative to APSCUF 

2007-2008 Geography Curriculum Committee; Budget Committee; Technology Committee; 
Temporary Faculty Pool Search Committee; Department of Geography and Geosciences, 
Bloomsburg University; Geography and Geosciences Representative to APSCUF 

2006-2007 Geography Curriculum Committee; Budget Committee; Technology Committee; University 
Forum Departmental Representative (Fall semester); Department of Geography and 
Geosciences, Bloomsburg University; Geography and Geosciences Representative to 
APSCUF 

2005-2006 Geography Curriculum Committee; Sabbatical Committee; Technology Committee; 
University Forum Departmental Representative (Fall semester); Department of Geography 
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and Geosciences, Bloomsburg University 

College of Science and Technology Committee Service: 

2008-2015 Research and Scholarship Committee; College of Science and Technology, Bloomsburg 
University 

2005-2010 Communication Committee; College of Science and Technology, Bloomsburg University 
(Co-Chairperson with Karl Henry, 2008-2009) 

2007-2009  Curriculum Committee; College of Science and Technology, Bloomsburg University 

Bloomsburg University Committee Service (University-Wide/APSCUF Committees): 

2017 – present Meet and Discuss, faculty co-chairperson (elected) 

2017 – present APSCUF Membership Committee (elected) 

2016 – 2017 Faculty Professional Development Committee (Elected); elected Co-Chairperson with 
Michael Borland 

2015 – 2016 Faculty Professional Development Committee (Elected); elected Co-Chairperson with Beth 
Rogowsky 

2011 – 2015 Promotion Committee (Elected); Chairperson 2014-2015 

2008  Presidential Fund for Academic Initiatives Committee 

Other Bloomsburg University Committee and Activity Service: 

2005-Present Green Campus Initiative (Co-Chair with Jeffrey Brunskill 2007-Spring 2011) 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO EMPLOYMENT AT BLOOMSBURG: 

2004-2005 Graduate Representative, Undergraduate Studies Committee; Department of Geography, 
University of Kentucky 

2001-2002 Facilitator; Geography Graduate Student Union, University of Kentucky 

2001-2002 List Manager: GEOPOL (political geography) Listserv 

2000-2004 Graduate Representative, GIS and Computer Laboratory Committee; Department of 
Geography, University of Kentucky 
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